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The recurrence of the storyteller
——An analysis of Inkheart

Chih-wei Chang

Abstract

Inkheart is a great novel which discusses about the interactive relations among
storyteller, story listener and text. The text naturally combines the reality and illusion of
fantasy in the way of inter-textual narrative commonly found in fairytales in which the
storyteller mediates between the sender and the receiver through whole story. It has special
value as young adult fiction for study.

What Benjamin in The Storyteller as experienced in the book can be related to the
declining of the oral tradition. To delve into historical process, it is aimed to emphasize the
charm of story, the urge for it and as a result, the recurrence of storyteller.

The Inkheart of Cornelia Funke can be considered as a 21* classical fantasy which is
full of fun, story and prediction. It'is'a book about books with abundant fantastic scenes and
characters that perfectly illustrates joy, horror and tacit. The book is intrigue also because it
praises the magic of literary imagination of word and reading and the significance of story in
our daily life.

The study begins with a search of Walter Benjamin’s idea about storyteller, investigating
the rise and fall of this role through historical record. The triangle relations among storyteller,
story listener and the text are fully discussed with Inkheart as an example. It is hoped that
storyteller as a profession or daily practice can be recurred in this visual culture.

Keywords : Inkheart, storyteller, story listener, fantasy, young adult fiction, recurrence
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