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A study of childhood experience, career decision-making and
the perception of children: Examples of six students in child
care program

Abstract

The study explores childhood experience, career decision-making and the
perception of children of students in a child education and care program in Southern
Taiwan Area. The purpose of this study is to uncover the possible relationship of
student’s childhood experience and their career development for child care. Six
students who entered the child care program with their own choices were interviewed.
The methodology adopted in this study includes the non-linear interview method and
the document analysis. Qualitative data analysis includes interpretive activity were
used to explore the relationship between childhood experience, career
decision-making and the idea of children.

The results show that six -student’s career decision-making have a close
relationship with their parents’ parenting styles, influence of their earlier teachers’
teaching styles, and their own personal interests or important life events. Their own
experience of being a child, school teacher’s role model and having experience in
getting along with young children are important to the participant’ career interests,
career decision-making and the perception of children. The positive experience had
supported students to be a child care-giver, however, the negative experience had the
same effect as long as other factors exit. Finally, according to the research conclusions,
several suggestions were made.

Key word: childhood experience, career decision-making, the perception of children,

child care-giver training program
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