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Life History in Folk Songs,
Via folk songs by Wu Ze-i of Tulik village of Amis tribe
Chen Shih-Ning

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to obtain the life history represented in the form of folk
songs via the exploration of the creations of an Amis song-writer, Wu Ze-i. Wu is an Amis
indigene who has spent his whole life in his hometown, Tuilik village, Taidong County.
Apart from doing farming and fishing as his way of life-surviving, Wu does music
accompaniment as a sideline occasionally, and his creation has thus grown. Wu’s inspiration
has always been what he has observed close by, especially the changing of time and
circumstances that he witnessed.

The research first gives a description of the natural region, social and cultural
circumstances that have constructed the song-writer’s background. This introduction
prepares for the further detailed analysis of Wu’s works and how Amis life history has
merged within, analyzed from 5 different aspects as follows: 1. Daily life of Amis indigenes
in Tulik. 2. How Wu has displayed in his works the way his tribe people confronted impacts
of "the exterior culture™ and “the modernization™. 3. How Wu’s works have recruited the
“deterioration” of the traditional Amis life culture resulted from “the modernization” and
“the industrialization.” 4. Whether Wu’s works acquire the quality of “making usual daily
life exceptional.” 5. The descriptive style and the sarcastic tone adopted in Wu’s creation.

Through profound discussion, it can be seen that in his works, Wu shows his
observation his keen sense of social tendency, the transit of his states of mind and the transit
of his values. Above all those mentioned, Wu gives us a trace how the life culture of Tulik
Amis indigenes has changed. The trace, which consists the “the chain-reaction and the
changes” taking place in his time, is the most significant feature of Wu’s creation; the fruit
of his creation has meanwhile proved that the transit and integration of culture is inevitable.
All the features of Wu’s creation can be recognized in some particular themes, From the
overview Wu provides in his works, the vivid images of people constantly trying to
accommodate to the unfamiliar exterior impacts could be easily revealed — Wu’s tribe
people have gone through the process of making choices, adjusting values and adapting to
the impacts along came with modernization so as to fulfill their material lives and to
maintain the basic balance, physical and mental. The unique virtue of Wu’s works, to sum up,
is contributed by his illustrative reflection of time and of Amis life culture.

On the other side, Wu Ze-i’s works have provided an option of releasing fealings and
expressing thoughts for his contemporary tribe people. Added to his contribution as a
song-writer, what Wu has persistently pursued while confronted by modernization and



industrialization is to revive the deleting traditional Amis culture, to refresh the exhausting minds
of his tribe people, and to recover the original spiritual strength inhered in the traditional Amis
culture. To conclude, Wu Ze-i is a life artist nurtured by the Amis culture itself.

Key words: folk song , the Amis tribe , Tulik , life culture , life history
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