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Dance with Bears :
Bears in Children’s Literature

Chuang, Hsin-Yi
National Taitung University

The Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature

Abstract

Bears, violent and ferocious in reality, are often portrayed as cute and
cuddly in picture books. This research is-motivated by such transformation.
The researcher arrives at a complete understanding of bears, and sees how
bears are awed by ancient people through legends and myths. Leading by the
bears in stories and novels, the researcher reveals the truth of bears: bears and
hunters engage in fights, bears are intimate with children; teddy bears are
designed to comfort people. Bears, however, have become nearly extinct

because of the arrogance of human beings.

As time goes, and there are more and more different categories in
literature. The figures of bears have consequently been influenced by times and
literature. Different writers in different times convey different viewpoints on
how bears relate to people. From the works, the development of the

relationship between human and the nature can be observed.

This research is themed on bear's characters and functions. Bears in fairy
tales and picture books often appear as brown and fluffy, which is comforting,
Also, they appear as chubby, which is cute. For young readers, these features
serve the functions of education, pacification and satisfaction. In other
categories of literature, the size and strength of bears are featured to
emphasize issues of environmental protection, trans-species friendship, and

egoism that human should relinquish.

Keywords: bear, totem belief, animal story
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