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The influence of differentiate instruction on grade 2
students’ literacy abilities: An action research

Hsiu Ju Chen

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to adopt an action research approach to
examine the influence of differentiated instruction in Mandarin class on
the language proficiency of primary 2 students, as well as the teachers'
reflections on implementing differentiated instruction. The study focused
on six primary 2 students, and Book 3, Lessons 2 to 10 of the Mandarin
textbook published by Hanlin was used as the teaching material. The
study was conducted over a 9-week period, with 5 sessions per week, 40
minutes per session, and a total of 200 minutes of Mandarin class every
week. The teaching was designed based on different teaching contents
and activities with different levels of difficulty. Lesson observation
records, lesson discussion records, Mandarin learning sheets,
differentiated instruction feedback forms and standardized tests were
collected throughout the study to examine the students' learning status,
the teachers' adaptation experience, and changes in language proficiency
of the primary 2 students. The main findings of this study are as follows:
(1) Differentiated instruction has a significant effect on the language
fluency of primary 2 students. (2) Differentiated instruction can improve

teachers' teaching ability.

Keywords: differentiated instruction; language proficiency
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