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Comparative Study of Content of “Citizenship” in

Elementary School Textbooks in Taiwan and Shanghai

Mei-Ling Lai

Abstract

This study aims to explore and compare the content of “citizenship”
in 22 volumes of textbook, including 12 volumes of textbook of Society
of Kang Hsuan Version used in elementary schools of Taiwan and 2
volumes of “Jen Jiao Version” and 8 volumes of “Hu Jiao Version” used
in elementary schools of Shanghai. By Content Analysis as the research
method, it analyzes and compares the texts and graphic columns. This
study focuses on the characteristics of citizenship in textbooks of
Society in elementary schools of Taiwan and Shanghai and compares the
difference and similarities of the content of citizenship to serve as the
reference for the design and editing of teaching materials in the
textbooks of Society in Taiwan and Shanghai. According to research
findings, the conclusions are shown below. Difference of content of
citizenship in textbooks of Society in elementary schools of Taiwan and
Shanghai: 1) Grade 1 & 2: textbook of Society in Shanghai (1) shows
most of the content of “modern virtues” (2) and emphasizes the
comprehension and introduction of civic basic knowledge. Textbook of
Society in Taiwan (1) reveals properly most of content of “civic
cognition”, (2) complies with core literacy of “interpersonal relationship
and team work”, (3) emphasizes the cultivation of the young citizens

with independent thinking, problem solving competence and adaption to



the future (4) and concerns about the issues related to ecology and
environmental protection. 2) Grade 3 & 4. textbook of Society in
Shanghai (1) cultivates the consciousness of “patriotism and national
identification”, (2) emphasizes the environmental consciousness and (3)
does not show the cultivation of competence to participate in public
affairs. Textbook of Society in Taiwan (1) focuses less on national
identification and concern for the disadvantaged minority and (2)
successively introduces the issues related to participation in public
affairs at the phase of Grade 3 & 4. 3) Grade 5 & 6: the discussion in the
textbook of Society in Shanghai on “World View” is significantly more
than that in Taiwan. In addition, textbook of Society in Taiwan (1)
includes significant discussion and description on introduction and
comprehension of national basic knowledge of different dimensions, (2)
emphasizes the issues of ecology and environmental protection and (3)
relatively neglects the cultivation of consciousness of national

identification.

Keywords: citizenship, textbook, Content Analysis
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