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A Study on Reducing Children’s Gender Stereotypes
Hui-Mei Chen

Abstract

The purpose of the study is to understand 4-year-old children’s gender stereotypes and
to investigate the effects of the Gender Equity Curriculum in terms of removing
gender stereotypes. The study adopted experimental research approach. The subjects
were 27 children at the second year of a kindergarten attached to a primary school at
Kaohsiung City. They were divided into experimental group and control group. The
experimental group had received thirteen sessions of the Gender Equity Curriculum,
which focused on the teaching of non-traditional gender.

Gender stereotype rating scale was administered before and after the curriculum to
investigate the children’s changes on gender-role stereotypes. The results of the
present study were : (1)Most of the 4-year-old children had gender stereotypes.
(2)Implementing the Gender Equity-Curriculum had decreased most of the 4-year-old
children’s gender stereotypes. Finally, several suggestions regarding the design of
non-traditional gender-role lessons, and implementation of such lesson plans are
made.

Keywords : gender role, gender stereotypes, gender equity curriculum, early childhood
education
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