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The Prediction of Hotel Industrial Development Based on
Investments of International Hotel Chains in Taitung after the
Electrification of the South-Link Railway

Li, Chien-Tsai

Teachers College, National Taitung University

Abstract

Railway transportation is a major infrastructure for tourism development
in Eastern Taiwan. The purpose of this study is to explore the relationship
between the development of railway transportation and the development of
hotel industries in Taitung, Taiwan. Through the improvement projects for
railway transportation on the North Loop Line, Taitung Line, and South Loop
Line at different times, the evolution and future trend of the hotel industrial
development in Taitung are discussed and proposed. This study uses semi-
structured in-depth interviews with eight senior hotel managers, and uses
inductive analysis to propose the possible development trend of hotel industry
in Taitung in the future. The main findings of this study are as follows: 1. The
improvement of the railway system has met diversified tourism needs and
promoted the M-shaped hotel consumption in Hualien. 2. Due to the
improvement of the railway system, hotel investment and management in
Taitung will meet the diversified tourists” demand for light and slow travelling.
3. The future dual-track railway will drive a new wave of hotel investment in
Taitung. This study suggests: 1. Taitung can develop a high-quality
accommodation environment based on the experience of Hualien railway
improvement projects. 2. The thematic hotels for “slow” can be developed after
Taitung Railway’s dual-track system completed. 3. In response to the new wave
of hotel investment after Taitung Railway’s dual-track system completed, it is
suggested that the public sectors should have appropriate policies to guide hotel
owners and managers to practice responsible tourism.

Keywords: Tourism, Transportation, Hua-tung Railway, International Hotel
Chain, Taitung Hotel Industry
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