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A Study on the Internship Course of Non-Indigenous Gov-
ernment-sponsored Intern Teachers in Key Indigenous

Schools

Fan, Kai Chun

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to understand the selection pro-
cess of plan B non-indigenous government-sponsored teacher-to-be stu-
dents and the students’ experience of teacher education courses, the
educational internship process and cultural contact in key indigenous
schools, the degree of job recognition and their future teaching career
planning. This research conducted semi-structured interviews and col-
lected documents. The interviewees included three cases of plan B
government-sponsored students, the tutors, the principal, the directors
and team leaders of the schools which the students interned, and the
students university professors.

The study found:

(1) The three cases had a strong desire to engage in teaching, and put
a lot of effort into preparing for the selection of government-
sponsored students; after admission, they studied 20 supplementary
credits of specialties such as fine arts and mathematics in order to
meet the graduation qualifications.

(2) Three cases who interned in the key indigenous elementary schools
found that students in the schools were prone to confuse the
grammar between Chinese and the indigenous language, and there
were many mathematics myths and concepts. Also, even though
there were few classes in the rural schools, it took more time to tu-
tor students. As for administrative internships, these three cases
mainly assist the teaching office and the general affairs office in
planning and holding school activities; through participating in the
workshop to promote school-defined curriculum plans, to increase

i



exposure to indigenous culture, and at the same time to learn in-
digenous languages through attending classes with students.

(3) The three cases will serve in key indigenous schools for three or six
years according to the selection criteria, and plan to transfer to
other areas to continue teaching in the future.

This research suggests that the future key indigenous schools
which in need of government-sponsored students should make long-
term plans to meet the students’ specialization requirements. Also,
they should select specialized students that meet the requirements of
their own schools; and prioritize the allocation of specialties in order to
give full play to the students strengths.

Keywords: Government-sponsored students, key indigenous schools,
Internship process, indigenous culture
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