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Whole Language Perspectives on the Study of Kindergarten

Teaching
Ku Wan-Ju

Abstract

This research attempts to explore the challenges of implementing whole
language approach in kindergarten and how the teacher responses such challenges.

The 9 months study used one kindergarten class as subjects. Participant
observations, discussions, and document collections were conducted. The research
found that 1) the anticipating challenges are environment design, resources
allocation, establishment of discussion group, formation of reading and writing
behavior, and to increase learning opportunities in activities. 2) The strategies of
implementing whole language approach are to connect daily activities with
language learning activities, examine the design of learning environment, establish
a reading and writing oriented environment, and establish group discussion
pattern. 3) The children showed significant improvements in listening, speaking,
reading, and writing ability. 4) The teacher acknowledged the importance of
learning environment and was willing to provide more opportunities for children.

Keywords: whole language, language ability
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