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On the Road—A Study of Friendship Beyond Age Barriers:
Taking “Kikujiron” , “ Central Station” and

“Eternity and a Day” as examples

Kai-Ying Liu

Abstract

Among the various forms of friendship, friendship beyond age
barriers refers to the relationship between two persons with a significant
age different but no blood tie who can transcend the constraints of
physiological conditions and social experiences to communicate,
cooperate, and share the emotions of love and care. In the film history,
many films are based on the theme of friendship beyond age barriers. In

this study, three prominent works by contemporarily influential directors,

including “Kikujiron” , “Central Station” and “Eternity and a

Day” were selected and discussed from the perspective of Auteur Theory.

Aristotle’s philosophy of friendship, Jacques Lacan’s theory of the Mirror
Stage, and Erich Fromm’s Humanistic Psychoanalysis were also
employed to analyze the associations between friendship beyond age
barriers and self-identity as well as the meanings of each film in the
aspect of family affection, belief, and nation to individuals. It was
discovered that the impact of friendship beyond age barriers on both

parties is that the younger one is closer to the root of life, while the elder



one can take an attitude of tracing the root from their interactions to
retrospect the path of life or use the accumulated experiences to guide the

younger one to live his life or to introspect his current situations.

Keywords: friendship, self-identity, Takeshi Kitano, Walter Salles,
Theo Angelopoulos
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