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A Study of Life and Death Issue in Young Adult Novels
Since 2011

Chiang Yi-Shan

Abstract

The purpose of the study aims to explore how the characters
represent the concepts of death, attitudes toward death, and the
perspectives of life in young adult novels. By the unique of literature,
through the texture analysis and interpretation of young adult novels
translated and published in Taiwan.

This paper is structurally divided into five parts. The introduction
covers the research background and motivation, research problems and
objectives, research methods and framework, and research scope and
limitations. In addition, academic books, papers, and other literature
related to the concepts of children’s death, psychology, thanatology,
philosophy, and themes of death in young adult novels were inducted and
integrated to the discourse supports of the study. In Chapters 2 to 4, the
texture analysis is adopted to explore the six texts in the research: Mijn
bijzonder rare week met Tess; Klaras Kiste; Missing May; Goodbye Days
; The Honest Truth; and Sadako: Ein Wunsch aus tausend Kranichen.
The analysis includes various ways in which the protagonists face death,
and their attitudes toward surviving, such as concepts of death, grieving
the death of a friend and relatives, psychological transition of incurable
patients when facing death, etc. In Chapter 5, the conclusion, explores the
value of life and death issues in young adult novels in the 21* century,

and possibilities for application in education promotion.

Keywords: Death Education, Life Education
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( For life and death are one,

even as the river and the sea are one. ) '
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