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A Teaching Research on Children’s Poetry Appreciation
and Creation

Lin Li-Ya

Abstract

Nowadays, children’s poetry teaching on preschool education remains a
rarity. The author has never taught children’s poetry despite her nearly 10 years
of service in the preschooler teaching. However, among modern children’s
poetry books, there are many colloquial and interesting works. How can they
be incorporated into preschool courses? Preschoolers have always been fond
of finger plays and composing. What is it like to let children create children’s

poems after appreciating and discussing them?

In this case study, 13 children from a kindergarten where the author taught
were adopted as research participants. The lesson plans for children’s poetry
were designed and implemented. In addition, a questionnaire targeting
preschool teachers was designed to gain an insight into the onsite teachers’
ideas on children’ poetry teaching. In the design of children’s poetry teaching,
four categories of short children’s poems were first compiled, namely, nature,
plants, animals, and cultural artifacts. During the period of teaching, children’s
poetry appreciation and discussion, and responding to the children’s poems
using painting by kindergarteners were scheduled twice a week mainly before
noon recess. They were also asked to appreciate 2~3 children’s poems once a
week to express their preferences and explain the reasons. There was a total of

26 poems over a span of 12 weeks, and 19 poems were actually discussed.

From the questionnaire, it was found that the children’s poetry teaching
rate on the preschool education was relatively low mostly because preschool
teachers were unfamiliar with the children’s poetry. Through actual teaching,
how the kindergarteners responded to the four categories of children’s poems
was compiled in this study. After the vote on the children’s poems, the

characteristics the preschoolers loved were observed; it was found that they
ii



also took the initiative to perceive the rhyme and language characteristics of
the poems. Based on the preschoolers’ creation of children’s poems, their

growth trajectory was seen.

The research shows that children’s poetry is suitable for implementation
in preschools. The preschoolers were fond of the diverse teaching methods.
Certain effectiveness could be achieved if the pace was slowed down and kept
going. However, it should be noted that the preschoolers’ comprehension of
children’s poetry and mastery over creation should not be the main objectives.
Instead, preschoolers should be guided to perceive the rhyme and beauty of
children’s poems. The author believes that preschool teachers should gain a
better insight into children’s poetry through teaching exchanges, and apply
children’s poetry in their teaching, thereby providing preschoolers with a stage

to spark more language creativity.

Keywords: preschool teachers, teaching questionnaire, children’s poetry

teaching technique, preschooler creation
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