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A Case Study of Virtual Reality in Taiwan Children's
Literature

Lu Chia-Chen

Abstract

Traditional narratives present a text through the use of oral
description, written words, and visual images. Virtual reality and
augmented reality (VR/AR) has created new scopes for interactivity. They
defy the principles of chronological narratives and provide an alternative
approach to viewing children’s literature. Through literature review and
case analysis, this study explores the expressive forms of VR/AR
narratives in terms of time, space, and participation, taking a glimpse into
the visualizable interactivity of children’s literature in the future.

This study focuses on three VR/AR productions developed in
Taiwan: the AR picture book Butterfly Hunter by Chen Min- Yu; the VR
theatre production Impression of the Sun adapted from Lin Liang’s work;
and Love before First Sight, the interactive VR/AR theatre rendition of
Huai Guan’s novel. Through exclusive interviews, the study gains an
understanding into the process of textual adaptation. From a digital
narrative standpoint, it delves into the features of spatial narratives as
well as the structures of linear and non-linear narratives in virtual reality.
It also extends the scope of research to education, reading comprehension,
and perception.

The research results indicate that the greatest feature of VR/AR
narratives is “space” and “interactivity”. Thus, in adapting texts of
children’s literature into VR/AR works, spatial construction is a major
objective. The narratives remain largely linear. In terms of interactivity,
participants are usually involved in the story from a third-person’s point
of view to avoid affecting plot development. Metaliterature works in the
future might perhaps attempt a non-linear VR narrative and allow new
stories to develop through interaction with participants.



In terms of reading comprehension and perception, the spatial and
interactive features of virtual reality can strengthen the immersive
experience, especially with regard to historical documents or fantastical
plot developments. Its ability to provide the audience with vivid lifelike
experiences through digital reproduction is another advantage that sets
VR/AR works apart from traditional texts. How to direct the viewer’s
visual focus in a virtual scenario? What level of interaction to enable
without disrupting the narrative? Can the work provide views from
different standpoints? And what effects does the sophistication of the
digital equipment have? These are issues that must be considered in the
creative process, which future narrative studies or creative works might
take into account.

Keywords: digital narrative, reading comprehension, literary
adaptation, VR/AR
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