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Memory Writing and Representation :

Identity in the Picture Books “Genuine Youth of Taiwan”

Yun Hui Wu

Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature

National Taitung University

Abstract

In June 2003, Yuan-Liou Publishing published a series of picture

books called “Genuine Youth of Taiwan,” in which childhood of different
ethnic groups, such as Min-nan ~ Pei-nan ~ Pai-wan, are described and

illustrated. The researcher thinks that what the book title “Genuine Youth
of Taiwan” is coding and signifying carries a great deal of meaning to the
writers and illustrators as well as readers who share the similar life
experiences in the past as them. The stories of these picture books recall
the same collective memory of childhood on the land of Taiwan. The
memories of the childhood in the texts are considered as a self-identity
construction of each individual writer and this study aims to investigate
identities of gender, geography and ethnicity embedded within such
collective memory of childhood.

Because the stories of these picture books were written based on the
writers’ own childhood memories, the illustrators also contributed their
visual interpretation and the visual reflect abundant cultural imagination

and collective memories. For this reason, analysis of the cultural symbols



shown in the pictures is the secondary aim of this study. The text is
regarded as a representation and has significant connections to cultural
identity through a signifying system, including mother languages,
narrative systems, historic experiences, traditions, and so on. Together
with the coding pictures, the books demonstrate the life style of the 1950s
to 1970s in Taiwan. Cultural imagination created by the writers and
illustrators is presented and the interpellation of Taiwan’s individuality is

implied as well as the spiritual values of the last generation are conveyed.

keyword : picture books, childhood, identity, cultural imaginary
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