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Abstracts

The main theme of this creative-oil painting project focuses on the Puyuma mythology
and folk tales, in which the relative beliefs and shamanic cultures are involved to
catalyze the spiritual and human world. Some “materials” are applied to portray
elements, space-time and the flow of the spiritual world. For example, basic colors like
black, red, yellow and blue, which can be commonly seen in traditional clothing,
mythology and folk tales. What’s more , the idea of worship of the souls of the dead
among Puyuma group, and the legendary “light” in the tales about the ever first oracle
are also put into practice.

In the traditional Puyuma beliefs, there are ways to convey messages, such as
ornithomancy, oneiromancy and bamboo-mancy. Ritual leaders, wizards and those who
conduct bamboo-mancy are shamans with the mediator characteristic. Materials such
as betel nuts, ceramic beads, ramie, bamboo and wine used in rituals are endowed with
abilities to convey messages. They are deeply woven into the spiritual cultures and have
constructed a sphere co-existed by human beings, the divines, the ghosts and the souls
of the dead. It is a space-time of abstract ideas which cannot be seen by human eyes in
our daily lives. It is exactly the reason why this painting project would like to depict
those abstract ideas through compositions, painting forms and arrangement of the colors,
so that the abstract and the concrete can be interlocked and represented as a whole.
Apart from the portray of the spiritual world and the cultural significance, the project
also aims to cultivate the aesthetics of them.

However, the project is not ended here. An exhibition is curated and the lectures are
organized for students among Puyuma groups. Painting can be used as a mediator in
terms of passing on cultural heritage. Hence, the project would like to activate the
declining beliefs and cultures through images, and hopefully to make them be re-
recognized and therefore be re-valued.

Keywords: Puyuma, Puyuma groups, spirits, mythology and folk tales, shaman,
painging
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