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Case Study of Indigenous Language Immersion Program
Implemented by Preschool

Ting-Hua Pan

Abstract

The loss of indigenous languages in Taiwan has become a serious
issue that the languages are nearly disappearing. Many scholars proposed
the solutions to extend indigenous language instruction to the children. This
study aims to explore the instructional process of indigenous language
immersion program implemented by the preschool, children’s learning
outcome and obstacles and responses of teachers and caregivers. By case
study, this research treated the teachers and students in the class of new
indigenous language immersion program as the subjects and integrates
indigenous language in the course. By observation, interview, documents
and indigenous language competence evaluation, this study collected data,
and encoded and analyzed them for research findings and suggestions. The
results showed that indigenous language immersion program includes
thematic learning, regular and school activities. The instruction is based on
bilingual collaboration model. In the instructional process, the obstacles are
the teachers” competence, collaboration instruction and administrative
business. Finally, indigenous language immersion program can reinforce

the children’s competence of indigenous language.

Keywords: Isbukun Bunun, indigenous language immersion program,
process of indigenous language instruction, obstacle of indigenous
language instruction, learning outcome
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