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The development of a verbal expression teaching kit: Combining direct
instruction and picture book reading.

Abstract

Ya-Han Hsu
This research aimed at development of teaching materials for preschool children in
order to enhance their communication skills and to further improve the effectiveness
of early childhood education. The researcher attempt to design an empirical teaching
method, i.e., direct instruction in the picture book reading time in the kindergarten
curriculum. Using picture books as the main instructional medium, the direction
instruction method emphasizes the dialogue between teachers and preschool
children. The lesson is divided into four parts: 1. Warm up, which provides guiding
steps for classroom management and for children to understand the content of the
story; 2. Storytelling time, which requires the teacher to read aloud the content of
the picture book; 3. Sentence practice, in which the teacher follows the procedures
of the lesson plan and gradually guide young children to use complete sentences in
describing pictures; 4. Multi-level questions, the design of which refers to a series of
guestions based on an international reading comprehension test. The estimated time
of each lesson is 30 minutes, and each lesson is designed according to the published
kindergarten curriculum and themes. Taking into account the adaptation needs of
regular preschool children and children with special needs, the researcher adopts
three themes, "School Start", "Social Skills", and "Emotions" in the kid. There are two
picture books in each theme and each picture book focuses on one sentence. The
target sentences start from simple and straightforward sentences, then progress to
declarative sentences, and lastly, to sentences with conjunction. The researcher
believes that incorporating the systematic design of direct instruction in picture book

reading could facilitate the young children’s learning in kindergartens.

Keywords: direct instruction, picture book reading.
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