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Narratives of the Seascapes :

Naming and Sense of Place of Amis Fakong’s Coasts

Abtract

Through their interaction with the coastal space, people of Fakong—an
Amis community located by the east coast of Taiwan—practiced naming,
foraging and rituals that are closely related to the coast.

For the elderly people of Fakong, especially for those from a collective of
women—Ilocally known as “hai-long-nu”(dragon woman of the sea)—names,
landscapes and cultural knowledge regarding the coast remains alive through
years of foraging and simply living by the coast. This thesis reconstructs life of
the coast through the elders’ oral history. In the meantime, through the process
of collecting coastal names, I learned that the interpretation of seascapes differs
with respect to each informant’s unique background and cultural characteristic
of each place; thus through understanding and analyzing these differences, we
are able to portray Fakong’s local culture.

Every year between April and May, Fakong hosts Misacepo’to ensure safety
of the community members at the seascapes, especially from the harmful
kawas(super nature sipirits). Misacepo’is a ritual that has been host by selal, the
male age organization. The ritual not only maintains the beliefs of Alimogas and
Maliyali through the continuous practice of boating, fishing, and sharing food,
the efforts that people put into ritual preparation also engaged and formed a

community identity, which in terms created a sense of place for the seascapes.

Keywords : Fakong, Seascapes, Misacepo’, Amis, sense of place
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