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A Case Study on Career Development for Homeless with
Mental and Physical Disability: Reflections of a Professional
in Education

Author : Yang Hsin-Ching

National Taitung University Department of Education

Abstract

The aim of this research is to explore the life history of an individual
with mental and physical disabilities from youth to middle age, his career
development and issues adjusting to living in a care facility for disabled
individuals.The research also aims to describe how education
professionals and social workers can educate and interact disabled
individuals in the future.A disabled homeless individual from Taitung is
the object of this case study. Currently, he is residing in a care facility, but
hasn’t adjusted optimally. For many years, he was homeless and entered
and left care facilities multiple times. By conducting interviews to try and
uncover the issues that object of this study encounters, the researcher
hopes to mitigate public safety issues and effectively help prevent similar
circumstances from arising in the future.

This research discovered the following: 1. Issues that aren’t resolved
when someone is young will impact normal development in the future.
This is especially pertinent when an individual commits a crime and is
punished in the legal system because their value systems run contrary to
societal norms. Unfortunately, people who have not developed in a
well-rounded manner cannot improve their behavior and put an end to
this vicious cycle. During middle and old age, these individuals cannot
age normally and independently. 2. Parenting has a tremendous impact on
development. Parents should adopt their roles as parents prudently, place
importance on closeness to their children as well as interaction,
communication and providing a nurturing environment. 3. The classroom
is a fundamental venue for discovering issues with students. Receiving
counseling can eliminate these issues, develop sound moral character as
well as reduce stress and other problems in school.

KeyWords - Individual with Physical and Mental Disabilities, Homeless,
Deviant Behavior
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