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Headhunting Ritesand Ethnic Relationship

-the example of the Cou mayasvi in Mt. Ali.-
Shuo-Fang Shao

Abstract

Headhunting is one of the magjor custom in the Cou. To explore this
activity can help us to understand the social and cultural meanings further.
Besides, the celebrating rites are usually accompanied the headhunting
activities. Therefore, to discuss the ritual significance can help us to know
what the purport of the headhunting is as well.

In this essay, taking the Cou mayasvi in Mt. Ali as the example, is
more than just debating the issues about both headhunting and ritual
significance, but extending the discussion to the development of the
ethnic relationship.

As the result, we can recognize the cultural spirits and characteristics
from the headhunting activity, as well as the functions of performing the
mayasvi are in both integrating and reconstructing the social group
relationship. And through the growing of the ethnic consciousness, the
meanings of the mayasvi is transformed as the cultural preservation and
the represented symbol.

keyword Headhunting, Ethnicrelationship , Cou , mayasvi.
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