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An Action Research of Implementing Summarization to
Promoth Grade 4th Student’s Reading Comprehension

Pei-Jung Lee

Abstract

The present research aimed to discuss how to use the deletion-based
summarization strategy instruction to improve reading comprehension
ability for mid-grade elementary school students. During the action
research, the author realized the pedagogical problems encountered by
teachers when implementing the deletion-based summarization strategy
instruction and the changes in the reading comprehension ability of mid-
grade elementary school students before and after the instruction. The
author revised instructional procedures with instructional observation to
present research findings and reflections of teachers.

The research objects included 24 fourth-grade students taught by the
author. The instructional material was the Eighth Volume of Mandarin
Chinese Textbook published by Kang Hsuan Educational Published
Group. The curriculum was implemented from mid-March 2022 to late-
May 2022, lasting 6 weeks in total.

The author collected learning materials, instructional reflections, and
instructional videos to conduct an inductive analysis. The conclusions of
this research are as followed:

1. After learning the deletion-based summarization strategy method, the
mid-grade elementary students did not improve significantly on lower-
level reading comprehension but did improve significantly on higher-
level reading comprehension.

2. The students learned the deletion-based summarization strategy and

could summarize by following the steps. The students with high

i



reading comprehension abilities could complete brief and clear
summaries by themselves, while the students with low reading
comprehension abilities needed the assistance of teachers or
classmates.

3. During the action research, continuous adjustments were made after the
instruction cycle, which is helpful to the students. The process of
reflection and adjustment is an important key to instruction.

The gradual summarization strategy instruction could improve
students’ summarization ability, while the impact on the reading

comprehension ability still needed further research to test in the future.
Keywords: Summarization strategy, reading comprehension
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