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Indigenous Language Teaching:
A Study on the Paiwan Language Picture Books
Edited by
An Shuo Elementary School, Taitung County

By Siao, De-Guang

Graduate Institute of Education
National Taitung University

Abstract

This study, through an examination of various perspectives of indigenous
language (IL) learning, explores the feasibilities of using picture books for teaching
ILs. The pupils of An Shou Elementary School are involved in the research as
objects. In developing the research, the current author first establishes a theoretical
foundation by compiling the literature on multicultural education, dialects, and
teaching by picture books. Afterwards the research focus is directed towards an
in-depth look at “Paiwan Language Teaching with Picture Books,” a project
developed and promoted by An Shuo Elementary School as part of its curricula in the
academic year of 2007. The analysis operates on curriculum design and teaching
and examines the possibilities of teaching IL with picture books. In the final part of
the study, the current author presents his views from practical and theoretical aspects,
hoping to contribute to the endeavors of reviving ILs in Taiwan.

The findings of the study are as follows.

l. ILs are increasingly spoken by less people. The younger the ages, the less
the ILs are spoken.
Il. It is feasible to use picture books for IL teaching, but the following are
recommended.
A. Each unit contains only 4-8 new words.
B. The use of action verbs should be laid more emphasis on.
C. The capability of using ILs for preliminary communication should be acquired
unconsciously through dialogues.
D. The learned vocabulary should be reviewed through various interactive
activities.
E. Peer learning may stimulate the interest in ILs. Learners may acquire more
knowledge on the target languages by speaking with their family and thus may



provide feedbacks to their peers.
[ll.  In order to teach indigenous language more effectively , it should be a

necessity to rebuilt the environment of lingustic ecology
A. Schools should develop an environment where students may acquire their own
ILs in a natural manner.
B. Parents and communities should join schools’ efforts in teaching ILs.
C. IL instructors should transcend the role of the only knowledge provider and
serve as a guide by utilizing resources available for learning.

Keywords: dialect, indigenous language teaching, picture books for
indigenous languages.
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pinalingul jan a ken nua manguagan

ti a ku ngadan, = anga ku cavil]j

ti a ngadan na ku kaka a tjaljal jak auqaljay, = angacavilj
nimad ju.

ljemita ta qadaw a men a maciuciur a kivangavang.

kal jevevean a tucu a cavilj, lemedaw a ku kaka a vavayan. Mal javar a marka
ramal jemal jen tu pakatimain timadju.

a nia ginaljan 1 pasa tjalja vilivililjan nanga 1 valangaw, na paiwan a
ginal jan

tjalja tjengelaya men a kiciyur tjay kama a sema pana(i pasa likuz ta nia
ginal jan), magati.a men a kivangavang ta zal jum, magati anan pacun ta
cigaw, gang, katua quzang.

nu kal ja-vucelel jan, tjal ja nanguagan ta tja siqgal jupan, ti vuvu a uqal jay
mavan tjal ja saiguiguan ta gemal jup 1 ta nia ginal jan, nuvaik a gemal jup
timadju, tjara izua za zinameq.

ti vuvu a vavayan, tjengelay a kemungcuy sa seman milimilingan, paka
sarenguaq a taged ta sinitjaucikel ni vuvu.

ti kama, rusan vencik ta kasiw, katje paljuan(zuga) anga, kina saigu ni
kama sakamaya. Tjal ja tjengelay a men kata ku kaka a ugal jay a tjal jal jak
a kivangavang ta inalang a vangavangavan ni kma.

nu namaka kivaqu a men, gemavay ti kina ta nia siki cacevung tua nia
masalut.

1 ta sitaliduan ta masalut a gqagepuan, na kemava a nia sigataqaljan ta
kava na paiwan, sa semenasenay, sa zemiyaziyan, temalitu aravac.

l1zua 1ta vengin, pesapuy a nia umag, sa maljama a nia nemanemanga a
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penul jat, manguaq, iniya na makuda a nia cemkemkel j.

manguaq uta ta pinusaladjan nua nia siqatagal jan, inika cuay, seman umaq

a men ta vaquan a umag.

sa gqivu ti vuvu a ugaljay: “palemek, izua za na nemanga sa namaqulip,

ljakua, tjaliyaw anan a tja ginaugaw a manguagan.

namare kil jivaljivak a men a taqumaganan.

nama sasedjaludjalu a nia sigatagal jan.

tjengelay a ken ta ku ginal jan.
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