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R study on the life adjustment and teaching experience of foreign teachers in Taiwan
-- K case study in Taitung County

By Yung-Ming Chan
Abstract

This study is aimed at exploring how foreign teachers adjust to their lives and
teaching experiences while here in Taiwan. The study results and suggestions were
given to the educational bureau, for references related to regulating relevant educational
policy and research. Also this study can be a reference for those foreign teachers who
would like to teach in Taiwan. The methods of this study were qualitative research,
applied documentary analysis, and in-depth interviews. The subjects were five current
foreign teachers in Taitung County, who are from South Africa, Canada, and America.
After in-depth interviews, the findings of this'study were as follows:
1. Adapting themselves to live in Taiwan is not difficult.
2. Making new friends and .communicating with parents are not easy, due to the
difficulties of the language barrier.
3. Some difficulties are: adapting themselves to the traditional toilets, communication
on the job, and variations in the concept of punctuality.
4. Foreign teachers easily find jobs in Taiwan. Not only are they paid a good salary, but
they are also well-respected.
5. They would like more opportunity for advanced study.
6. They believe working toward ideals in education is worthwhile.
7. Chinese co-teachers can be a great help.
8. The night market and the traditional market are special and enjoyable cultural items.

The thoughts and opinions from our foreign teachers touch on systems, assessment,
and social welfare. They are to be communicated to the Taiwan government, and to

those foreign teachers who would like to teach in Taiwan.

Key words:
foreign teachers, life adjustment, overseas adjustment, teaching experience.
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Adjusting to the food was easy for me because | like to eat everything here. The
only problem is that I was trying to order. Taitung is not like Taipei where more
people can speak English, but Taitung people are very helpful and as the months
went by | could soon order easily. [ T2-1MC080218]
F:

Fla A e SR SE LS o TG b i R FRAL 0 i R AT
ook ot s A gRE e s L A4 RERFE A R D
WA o AT RSP L T .

41



I used not to like seafood before I came to Taiwan, but now | love it. It’s cheap to
eat. | like taro, especially taro ice cream and breads with taro and cream. The
vegetables and fruits are so nice here. [ T3-2FU080323]
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I like the food here especially the seafood as it is a lot cheaper here than back
home. [ T4-2MA080308]
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The food is different, but very good: [ T5-1FU080307)
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I don’t like tofu but feel I could learn to like it. I really don’t enjoy anything with

blood, dried pork or fat. It really makes me sick to my stomach. [ T2-2MC080309]
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I think the food is too greasy, has too much msg. | hate lungs, liver, intestine,

anything with blood, or the head or feet attached. | think almost all foreigners

hate the dried pork which is in a lot of the bread and food here. [ T3-2FU080323]
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I don’t enjoy the congealed duck’s blood. [ T4-2MA080308]
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The food here is awesome, including fish head. But | still can’t get used to eat
lungs and blood. [T1-1MU080211]
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I love to eat rice now, which I didn’t before. Rice has become a staple in my every
day diet and | will eat it more even when | return to Canada. Another thing I have
found to be very refreshing is green tea. Green tea is not very common in Canada
and I drink it now instead of coffee. It really gets me going (ha ha ha). I like to eat
fish balls now and didn’t at first. | really enjoy eating hot pot. This meal has
become one of my favorites here in Taiwan because not only it’s tasty but its fun,
especially with a big group of friends. [ T2-2MC080309 ]
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I have come to enjoy stinky tofu, but it has taken numerous attempts and at first |
despised it. [ T4-2MA080308])
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I feel like the traditional market is such a cool place to see and experience. It is my

wake up call that I am living in Taiwan and not back in Canada.[ T2-2MC080309]
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We all love the traditional market in Taiwan. It is so different from anything back
in our home country and makes us really feel like we really in a foreign country.
At first | thought the traditional markets were really unsanitary and didn’t want
to touch anything but after some time | got used to it and now go there to buy fish
and chicken sometimes. [ T3-2FU080323]
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Seeing all the animals and lots of blood makes me uneasy. | am not used to seeing
the meat like this. | am used to going to a supermarket and purchasing meat
packaged. [ T5-2FU080327]
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I wasn’t used to the fact that you shouldn’t stick your chopsticks in the rice bowl.
This was difficult for me to understand but now I never put them in. | really want
to respect the culture. | think that people in Taiwan have some special customs
while eating and if in Canada it would be a little impolite, like eat faster, fart, pick
teeth, belch. I now eat like some of this though and don’t care about my Canadian
habits about table manners. [ T2-2MC080309]
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In America there are so many rules for how you are to behave while eating. You
never make a sound with your plates or your body while eating. It is considered
very rude. In Taiwan people burp and clank dishes and slurp their soup. It was
really annoying and made my stomach sick in the beginning. [ T3-2FU080323])
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It took a while to get used to the loud eating habits within the Taiwanese culture.
| have come to accept my own culture has too many rules when it comes to table
manners and etiquette and the reasoning of the Taiwanese, that ‘when you eat, you
are the king’, makes a lot of sense.' Certain people are able sit in a squatting
position and not even feel the slightest bit of discomfort. I’ve tried to sit like that
and | can only manage to stay in that position for a very short time before my
back begins to ache. 'l noticed the same sitting style when I visited Vietnam and it
almost seemed to be the preferred way to sit as some people were sitting this way
even when there was a chair available. [ T4-2MA080308 ]
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I enjoy going to the night market and seeing all the people and strange things to
eat and buy. In Canada we don’t have open markets like this very much and it is
really a fun cultural experience to go to a market in Taiwan. [ T2-2MC080309]
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I think that Taiwan's night markets should be on everyone’s list of things to see
and do while in Taiwan. I think it is so interesting and have so much to see and do
there. I love looking at the different types of food and clothes, but | am shy to buy
any of the clothes because they all seemed too small for me. Even though | enjoy
the night market, I don't want to stay for a long time because | feel it is too
crowded and the smells were making me a little sick. | would say night markets
are high on my list of things I'like about Taiwan. [ T3-2FU080323 ]
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I love going to nigh markets to experience different types of food. The squid at the
night markets is one of my favorites. [ T4-2MA080308 ]
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The night market is fun, and we have bought several things. We even saw a dance
performance at the Taitung night market. We enjoyed it. [ T5-2MA080309]
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I call Taitung a paradise. It is so convenient. Everything is close and cheap and the
locals are nice and helpful. [ T1-1MU080211]

I think Taitung is a great place to live and really enjoy the small important things
in life. It is a small town, so staying out of the craziness of the city is a definite
bonus. When | first arrived it was of course very difficult to adjust because I could
not speak Chinese. But slowly learning and the friendly people of Taitung helped
my transition to be easy. Taitung is not like Taipei where more people can speak
English, but Taitung people are very helpful. [ T2-1MC080218]

SRANGERBG S VIR EE LA b ER ] T 5 o v - Bl

ETIAT PR T e o B S KPE 0 B2 P v o PR g o

e A MBHFY E BB L nF T FRADEAFYRETEE - LK
e

B i S A ERE Y S KA RN

1
m\«

-\1 \

Taitung is a foreigner’s paradise and it caters for many needs. This is why so many
foreign teachers in Taiwan wish to relocate here. It is very convenient and allows
for the study of Chinese because there are so few foreigners. [T4-1MA080228]
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Taitung is a great place to live. | am grateful to be here. It is clean and beautiful;
people are so friendly. I can buy what | need. Communication is excellent at school
and at my living place. We can easily call home and anywhere in Taiwan.
[ T5-1FU080307]
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Taitung is a great place to live if you are an outdoors person who enjoys being by
themselves. But if you like shopping and night life, Taitung is not the place for you.
[ T3-1FU080220]
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Surfing, running, swimming, painting, teaching pole vault at the sports high school.
[T1-1MU080211])
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My favorite activities range from a wide variety. 1 grew up playing sports and
playing soccer. |1 love to surf and snorkel or just spend time at the beach.
Skateboarding is also very fun. I have recently started to learn badminton which is
very exciting and challenging. I am fortunate because Taitung offers all the activities
and are very convenient. [ T2-1MC080218]
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Surfing, hiking, skating, reading, writing, and playing card games with friends.
[ T3-1FU080220])

X
B EF kB s BT E o LI 2558 o

Surfing, windsurfing, scuba diving, free diving, badminton, reading, listening to
music, studying Chinese. [ T4-1MA080228]

X
s B RS B R Bk Tk B R B A ¢ o

We like walking, traveling, taking pictures, and playing the accordion.
[ T5-1FU080307]
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Now, | never feel lonely or sad about being a foreigner. However | did feel lonely
often during my first year. | dealt with it by calling home to family or friends, or
writing email to them. [ T1-1MU080211]
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| felt lonely and sad upon arrival to Taiwan. This was a result of being in a new
place where | could not understand the language. | dealt with this by writing a lot
and calling home often. I actually almost left Taiwan because of this culture shock. |
was able to get through it and now feel very comfortable. | think this could be true
for most foreigners in their first months in a new environment. [ T2-1MC080218]
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I feel the most alone during the Holidays, like Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day
and when | am sick. | try to recreate some of the things we do at home. For example:
have a Thanksgiving feast with friends and cook similar food | eat at home. If | feel
homesick | will call my family in America or write letters. [ T3-1FU080220])
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I sometimes get homesick when | am confronted with a cultural clash that I am not
expecting. | dealt with this by talking to a close friend and then doing something
active so that my mind is busy. My mind is usually back to normal the next morning.
[T4-1MA080228]

i+
N pEE TP A e (P A R 5\;‘%%#%?? LI 5 FRIAES - it
i%%F’%i“me}Jm%wétﬁf“m@h&ﬂuW*ipfgkfﬁ

We miss our families back.home. My parents still living but they are old and may
not live much longer. Calling home is easy and inexpensive and that helps.
[ T5-1FU080307]
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I have many close Taiwanese friends here. | am never lonely. [ T1-1MU080211]
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I am fortunate to have many close friends in Taiwan and they have always helped
me when | have trouble. This is very common in my schools philosophy that the
management provides help whenever needed and not only does the foreign
community help me but many Taiwanese as well. [ T2-1MC080218]
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I am lucky because one of my friends from university already lived in Taitung
when | moved here. He helped me find my first job in Taitung and showed me
around town. He also introduced me to several of my current friends. After two
years, | moved in with another foreign teacher who became a good friend. He also
introduced me to several of my Taiwanese friends now through an English Bible
study. [ T3-1FU080220]
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I rely on my friends who are mostly English teachers for support and guidance.
[ T4-1MA080228]
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Our co-teachers are very helpful; the school administration is also. Once | thought
I lost my wallet containing all my personal documents. The school immediately
informed me that they would get me a new ARC card and Health card. Luckily |
found the pocketbook later in the day, but | appreciated the caring attitude of the
school administrators. | also know some Taiwanese people who are fluent in
English, whom I call when | have questions. [ T5-1FU080307 ]
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I believe that when | use the bathroom in Taiwan | always need to have my own
toilet paper. This can be very inconvenient because | usually don’t carry around
toilet paper with me. At first, | was not used to it but now | can deal with this
problem. [ T1-2MU080322]
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For me it was and still is hard to use the bathrooms here. In Canada all the toilets
are sit down. Trying to get used to this kind of squatting position is very hard and
when my Mom came here to visit me, she also complained that this was a difficult
task. She is old and a bit overweight, so | can see why it is not easy. | don’t think
it’s a good thing to put a trash can in the bathroom, because it causes more germs
and bacteria to easily grow. I wish we could flush our paper down the toilet and be
rid of it. [ T2-2MC080309]
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I really don’t want to say that, but | hate squatting in the bathroom.
[ T3-2FU080323]
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This is no problem at all. It keeps pipes from clogging; pipes work better without
paper in them. The Taiwan style bathroom is new for me, but it is very good and
clean. [ T4-2MA080308]
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I would take off all of my pants and put them aside before | used the toilet in
Taiwan. Besides, | couldn't squat down for a long time. It was quite inconvenient
to use a toilet in Taiwan. [ T5-2FU080327])
X

N - ,?\gaﬁ;}g‘aq—
FHEF o firE A4

~=i
N 4,{
N
fal
+‘-
A
ol
IR
o
s
A
ol
b8
i,
3
3
=]
\d
a3
N
c‘f)‘
|
Jml
I

T o R SLRLSRC W R SR P B EAR] © B2 RIFORE
PSRLEUT i 055 %ﬁmwwﬂwﬁ%ﬁ O3t - [ S SR
ilﬂf::hrf F)?‘o [EM—T /\//]( SCH —' = FI @ﬂ%r‘g j\ [WDIF[JTS:;H’TE; TE U
EESESLAE L R S F T”'JF@E% %‘ %o IR PR R R
B [ EI%TLHE‘-P I = ;HF f: > B e = FJ?“J ’ﬁfﬂi&o /H{Fr , ﬁ'?ﬂﬁ”mé\[@«l
E 7][ Fﬂﬂuj ﬁfg » s [1 HINT4F ;ﬁf Hl[ESE fiﬁqé AR A F ]H RIS iF;I‘LH

ﬁi[“t Y ZED Z/D RS rﬁ S PRl ] RLIRE -

() 37 Eme i @ 45 A

CiIRESERT [ﬁ’ﬁgy%lﬁw % Wﬂ*ﬁ?&‘wlf IO s Eyia T 5 o Erstpispiy|
F Tﬁr“ ‘ﬁﬁj/ AN PEE Tl 2 puBEiE - ﬁlfr&am”ﬁﬁ‘i@ﬁw .
L W%MIWW%r@i““F“WWWE T2 R
S f“rjﬂq’[]ﬂi&#‘i W R PR S 0 PR =R KU ﬁﬁg\jjrmggﬁ:_
ﬁ'%" RFIZ= R sy Ol o i BLE B S s r“*@v‘*?ﬂleuzh ;

BLJHI JT4Q¥HF* %‘ﬂj/\n[ [F[ JIKIEAJF R ]7 TS,;FE[F I[Jﬁyqﬂ\ﬂif?[“ﬁfj?ﬁliﬂf
ﬁ’vfﬁ SR J:E‘EFLEE’EI [5E | SEEEERUA R o 19 IS BIPYT3F A

Eﬂ' VEP G~ SRR RS e RS T B S RO P

55



E[JD J\EJT2~;WT$Lj , % b ﬁéﬁ@??ﬁ[% A:ﬁ& Eﬁ N iﬁrjﬁ%i; ’ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬂfékg
v SRS by R lﬁ%wa%o

As | have already stated, the biggest problem was trying to eat. Not being able to
speak or order what | want was very hard. | don’t like to eat some food, and tried
to act like a chicken when | wanted chicken or draw a vegetable if | wanted to eat
that. | was actually very sacred of riding around on a scooter when 1 first got here
because in Canada scooters are very rare. | would often ask for more teaching
hours to avoid these problems and just stay in the school. [ T2-1MC080218]
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In the beginning, time is a very different concept in Taiwan. For example: if I am
meeting someone for dinner in America at 7:00, | will be there at 6:50 but in
Taiwan 7:30. This used to really annoy me. The heat, especially the humidity was
also hard to get used to. | didn’t like sweating all the time. Personal space was also
an issue. In America we don’t like to stand close to anyone else, especially touching.
I took the bus for the first month in Taiwan and | felt very uncomfortable being
touched all sides in a crowded bus. [ T3-1FU080220]
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The language gap is and always will be frustrating. [ T4-1MA080228]
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There have been some problems, but mostly they’re related to not speaking the
language. | took the driving test in English but the English study materials were

very difficult to sort out. They consisted of 790 questions downloaded from the
internet from a government website. Many could not be understood or had wrong
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answers. It took days to get through all of it but | did pass the test the first time |
took it. [ T5-1FU080307)
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But now these problems seem so funny because now | really want to experience
Taiwanese culture and actually work less. [ T2-1MC080218]
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Now, | have started tolearn Chinese. | take every situation as a free Chinese
lesson so | am able to benefit from the frustration. [ T4-1MA080228]
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I found that I have become closer to God here in Taiwan. | have great friends and
they all help me a lot. Here in Taiwan | have a fresh start to change my life and
live for Jesus and not get sucked back into those old habits. [ T2-2MC080309]
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It has been harder for me to practice my faith in Taiwan. My first year in
Kaohsiung | went to an English speaking church and met lots of Christians and
spiritually did really well, but when I moved to Taitung I didn’t know anyone and
| didn’t like going to the English service because | would have been the youngest
by several years. |1 didn’t understand anything in Chinese church so my faith
became less and less. For almost two years | have been going to an English bible
study and made some Christian friends that encourage me but it still isn’t the
same as in America. | guess you can say that before my faith was more public and
now it is more private. [ T3-2FU080323]
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I have become a Christian since | moved to Taiwan and | go to church more than
before. I have met some really good people who have had a positive influence on
my spirituality. [ T4-1MA080228])
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I have come closer to God. | think it has helped me to know what | believe when |
am in a country that is very strongly Buddhist. I am not criticizing the Buddhists
but I feel stronger being a Christian. [ T5-2FU080327]

AREFPLRET A o AF Tt - B OERKAR RO Fa { oA d g A
Mgl o A FhpLE U gk o AR EF AEREAR L L o

Y FSTAOTE (FOI2 95 e REAOR ) 5= T4

S ,ijé, lﬁ'ﬂj’ Hgg@gfﬂpul“[ o SRyhy - T3F5 R > [N nmlﬁ;
e tbbﬁnmfff—“'ﬂ il

58



ﬁ#fﬁkjn‘%T~ﬁ%yA

S ae i s AT TR TR T ?ﬁ:: ORI« T 9 2
T“EJﬂkﬁ?zﬂﬂ”Eqﬁifﬁ?LFyffﬁ—WiiﬁﬁﬂEE P LT[ S R f%”%@in“‘*, fyﬁﬁéj
[ > LIRS IS o 48 LB EUEF e ST S e e R
T 1SS0 0 FIHB AT (8 - TS i T “'@alﬁ¢%w*ﬁ
[k

Taiwanese are very friendly. Any time | needed help they always helped me, even
strangers. [ T1-1MU080211]
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I find Taiwanese among the most friendly people I have ever met. Even if you can
not communicate, they always seem to try to help me. | can say | love Taiwanese

and plan on staying here in Taiwan for a very long time, especially in Taitung.
[T2-1MC080218]

&
oA ENLFER (L)L > FRFEED A -]
SRR A IR AP FACEEA - AHE 0L
I found Taiwanese people to be very friendly and helpful. [ T3-1FU080220]
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I love Taiwan, Taiwanese culture, and especially the people. | have been treated so
well and | feel that South Africans could learn a lesson on hospitality from the
Taiwanese. | feel that Taitung is a smaller community and I can see the situations
in the city being a bit different. In a small community everyone tries to get along
because it is important to maintain peace between one another. This is because you
are likely to see one another often. | think that in the cities, foreign people are

more likely to offer less help and assistance to new teachers because they are
possibly too busy. [ T4-1MA080228]
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There have been other difficulties but the Taiwanese people are so helpful and

friendly. Taiwan people are wonderful! We have had a great experience here.
[ T5-1FU080307]
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No, I had no teaching experience. During university, I took 3 classes about
teaching elementary school courses to Kids who did not know English very well. |
learned a lot from these classes. [ T1-1MU080211]

024)‘ P AGE RS ?Ilﬁé' e Az~ Beonphiz > A3 13}“" Fﬁg%u[rf;?;(gg.@z],y
ﬁif’fﬁlv%m%ﬁi’ ¢ AFIEFF AR

Yes, | was a substitute teacher in Canada for a little over a year before | arrived in
Taiwan. | only taught in elementary schools. | also have been a tutor and
recreation leader teaching sports and helping kids with their homework before |
came to Taiwan for about 5 years. This included leading sports activities and being
a playground boss. [ T2-1MC080218]
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Yes, | taught for 1 year at a Christian School as a 2™, 3", and 4™ grade teacher. |

also did 70 hours of teaching observation and student teaching in a bi-lingual 3™
grade class room in my 4™ year of university. [ T3-1FU080220]
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Yes, | am a qualified high school teacher (English and History) and | taught in a
school for 4 months before coming to Taiwan(Grade 8-12) [ T4-1MA080228)
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Yes, | was a senior high school mathematics teacher for 35 years. Four of these
years were teaching science in Ghana, West Africa. [ T5-1FU080307 ]
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When | came to Taiwan to work, | had two weeks of training. The training was for
8 hours every day. It was very good, but | still felt very un-prepared to be a
teacher after those two weeks. | learned most of my techniques and skills by
watching other teachers who were good teachers, and also by trials and errors.
While working for my school, we also had one day of training every 3 months.
That was helpful because we could talk to other teachers and hear how they dealt
with similar problems. [ T1-1MU080211]
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Yes, | was trained in Taipei for one week to teach ESL. This job training was very
intense and rigorous. It included daily quizzes, demonstrations and in class
observations. They provided this course and | believe really worked well to
prepare me for teaching ESL, but of course nothing is better than experience. |
also taught Spanish speaking students while teaching in Canada which gave me a
brief introduction to teaching ESL. [ T2-1MC080218]
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Yes, sort of. They do an intensive training course prior to teaching for them. It is a
two week course which includes: Mandarin language courses; Child development;
Teaching Methodology and teaching us how to use their curriculum. My school
also does January, March, Jun, September and December 1day training. I found
these training sessions invaluable during my first year of teaching. | definitely was
able to apply what I was learning to my teaching and it made me become a better
teacher. [ T3-1FU080220]
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No, never. [ T4-1MA080228]
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The only training 1 had was when we arrived in Taiwan. It took place in Taipei
County. It included some cultural training, language training, English lesson
preparation, etc. Although, it was only ten days long, it was very good. My long
experience as a teacher of EFL students was helpful although it is my first time to

teach English. [ T5-1FU080307])
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I think most foreigners who come here do not care about being a good teacher and
mostly only care about the money. Many of them can save a lot of money but
many of them hate teaching. [ T1-1MU080211]
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In Canada teaching requires a teaching certificate which means you need to have
studied to be a foreign language teacher. This includes many hours just as an
intern watching and helping a real teacher to gain the experience. I think teaching
in Taiwan is less stressful because there is a need for foreign English teachers in
Taiwan. This in turn can make the teaching standard a little easier. In Canada
standardized test for teachers are given on numerous occasions through out a
teachers career. Here in Taiwan a teacher simply comes and gives a resume. If
sufficient, then start teaching, its very simple but can be very dangerous because
you never know if the teacher is good or not. Many foreign teachers usually want a
lot of classes to teach because they want to earn money. [ T2-1MC080218]
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I have heard the generalization that a lot of foreign teachers view teaching English
as a foreign language as a holiday away from the real working world. | believe
that teaching is a career in which it is easy to become lazy, | try very hard not to
fall into this category. [ T4-1MA080228]
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In Canada, if one professor criticizes another professor’s teaching in private, he
will be giving warning from the administrative department, even more, be
dismissed from his current position. [ T2-1MC080218])
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In Taiwan if you have a problem with someone or you are upset with them, you
tell someone else that you work with the problem and have them talk to the person

for you. That is something that | am not used to and actually get really annoyed by.

[ T3-2FU080323]
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In Taiwan people don’t tell you ifithey have a problem with something that you
are doing, so it is sometimes confusing. In our culture if someone is doing
something wrong, you go to that people and talk to them. But in Taiwan, that
doesn’t happen and is sometimes frustrating. [ T4-2MA080308 ]
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Managers have to be clearer about the problems that are involved. They need to
outline what problems they have with the teachers so that we can rectify our
mistakes. Sometime employers don’t let you know what is going at work. It makes
me feel confused and sometimes very frustrated. [ T5-2FU080327 ]
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My only disturbance would be with communication and updates on classes and
changes in curriculum, but these are prevalent in most teaching environments.
[T2-1MC080218])
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The biggest issue at our school is the lack of communication when dealing with our
schedules. We will often find out a day before and sometimes hours or minutes
before that we need to teach a new class or go on a field trip. For foreign teachers
this is unacceptable. We need to know in advance that what we will be doing so we
can plan for the change. [ T3-1FU080220]
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Their channels of communication are rather poor and we are often told about a
meeting on the day that it is scheduled to talk place. This is one disturbance that
continues to frustrate me on a weekly basis and | am beginning to discover that it
is present throughout Taiwan. [ T4-1MA080228]
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Usually my troubles were about school. | was a terrible teacher in the beginning,
but my Taiwanese co-workers were willing to help me. My school provides all
materials needed for teaching including books, markers, scissors, dice, sticky balls,
posters, games, etc. The manager is very good at finding anything you need in
order to teach your class. [ T1-1MU080211]
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My school helps me through monthly meetings and reports to support me in any
difficulties | may have. [ T2-1MC080218]
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Our school provides our ARC and Health care. They take care of all the paper
work including the fees for us. Our schools do not do this for their foreign teachers.
They must do all the paper work and pay the fees on their own. I have found the
Health Care excellent. It is extremely cheap compared to the US. [ T3-1FU080220]
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The school is generally user-friendly and is ready to deal with any problems | have.
[ T4-1MA080228]
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Our school helped us find a place to live, and arranged for us to buy a car. They
offered to advance me some money before my first pay day; however, that was not
necessary. Several times they have met with us to ask if we need anything. The
Taitung County English teacher director has been very helpful through the whole
process. He also reminds us to bring problems to him. He also helped us to buy our
car and translated for us when the car needed a small repair. Our administration
has been very helpful. The only problem is language. |1 have to go through our local
English teachers to speak to anyone in the administration. [ T5-1FU080307)
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It is different, but I think I always bring a high energy level while teaching to keep
everyone’s attention. This makes class much more fun. I always hold myself high
expectations and take teaching seriously. And from my experience, | feel other
local English teachers may not hold the same expectation. [ T2-1MC080218])
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Yes, there are distinct differences. Both have advantages and disadvantages. The
native English speaker has a much better command of English. Already, I've
noticed errors in the language training. An American teaching Chinese in the U.S.
would have the same problem. The local English teacher can speak Chinese, a
great help, and knows the school system and requirements. As a team, American
and Taiwanese teachers can do great work. [ T5-1FU080307)
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Local English teachers are in close collaboration. We always hang out and share
ideas and stories. This helps to learn from our and others’ experiences and
mistakes on how to be a better teacher. My school provides co-teachers who are
Taiwanese and really help a lot especially with homework and translation
problems. They also assist with discipline as well as communication with parents. |
hope schools can provide high qualified co-teachers to help in the classroom.
Classroom management can be very difficult. Having a good Chinese speaking
teacher help you get them back in order is priceless because students will respond
better to a native speaker than me, an English speaker. Even if | do speak Chinese
it is still more powerful if a Chinese teacher is there and helping. Just their
presence can make a class more attentive and less likely to misbehave.
[ T2-1MC080218]
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They are both my co-workers and friends. They gave me support when | first
arrived and have continued to ensure that 1 am comfortable in this foreign
environment. We cooperate well together and try to help each other when there
are problems. [ T4-1MA080228]
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My two local English teachers are excellent and together we are doing a better job.
I prepare the classes, but they are there to help and let me know what to do. We
need each other; things work better that way. [ T5-1FU080307 ]
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The only thing that is not fair is the Native Taiwanese teachers get paid a lot less
than us and seem to do have a lot of requirements and pressure. This can also
create some hostility between foreign and Taiwanese speakers. [ T2-1MC080218]
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We are often asked to do things above and beyond our job title, but so are the
Chinese teachers and even much more than us. [ T3-1FU080220]
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Here the requirements are much more relaxed. In America, you have to wear
shoes and socks, pants, a nice shirt, and be clean shaven in most teaching jobs.
Here | shave once every few days, | can wear sandals to class, | wear jeans, and |
wear any T-shirts | want. | notice that even university professors wear sandals to
class! It is more relaxed here. | think it is important to be comfortable while
teaching so that you can do your best. On the other hand, | don’t wear shorts
because | think that is too informal. [ T1-1MU080211]
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I think that the pressure here in Taiwan as a teacher is a lot less than if | were a
teacher back home. [ T2-1MC080218])
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In the USA, teachers are being blamed for students who fail to perform on tests,
regardless of the quality of students. There is a lot of pressure and extra work. So
American teachers often compete to get better students while “dumping” poorer
ones on the new teachers. [ T3-1FU080220]
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Teachers have fewer classes to teach here, and the schedule is lighter. Also, I can
get our work done at school. In the USA, teachers often carry work home.
[ T5-1FU080307]
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We have a great salary compared to local people who do the same job, and our
bosses are very lenient towards us. [ T1-1MU080211])
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I have a very good salary here in Taiwan. [ T2-1MC080218])
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In South Africa, teachers are paid very little and as a result they don’t do their
jobs properly. So, although there are requirements of maintaining a descent image,
a large number of teachers are able to deliver poor education without being
discovered. [ T4-1MA080228]
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Kids here are much easier to manage. | would be afraid to teach high school or
junior high school students in America, but here it is okay. [ T1-1MU080211]
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In Taiwan, teachers are given a lot more respect. So personally, | feel that it is
easier to maintain a professional image because there is a certain prestige. The
pressure placed on me by the school is reasonable as long as it is directed at
improving the students education and is not being done in order to satisfy the
parents. [ T4-1MA080228]
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In general, Taiwan students have more respect for adults and their teachers. I
have only seen one fight at school. Taiwanese students are generally more
respectful and willing to work to learn. In America, high-level academic students
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will do very well. However, low ability students can be very rude, care nothing for
their studies. In some cases, they can be dangerous. [ T5-1FU080307]
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In America, students, | feel, have more free time because extra curricular activities
are abundant. Students have a lot more to do than just study and thus use
different parts of their brain to learn. Schools in America and Taiwan seem to be
the same for the most part. [ T1-1MU080211]
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Students here in Taiwan have a lot more written homework and tests than
students in Canada. | think that due to this overwhelming workload students in
Taiwan really have no free time. They spend a lot of time studying for homework
and tests. This lack of free time makes it really hard to participate in extra
curricular activities. These activities are usually school associated and promote
creative thinking and teamwork with other students. The students in Canada are
learning in other ways besides just schoolwork. Not to say school work isn’t
important but these other activities can create for a very positive and healthy
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balance while growing up and developing. This I think for me as a teacher creates

a student that can participate in a more creative way. This may or may not lead to

a more positive student thinking. This of course is very circumstantial and | do not

want to generalize or stereotype because every person is unique and different. I

just know the schoolwork amount in Taiwan and pressure to get good grades seem

to be at a much higher standard than where | am from in Canada.
[ T2-1MC080218])
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| find the schools.in Taiwan teach at a much faster pace than in America and there
is higher pressure to do well. Also it is easier for students to fall behind because
there is no time to stop. [ T3-1FU080220]
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Classroom management is the most important thing, because if you have poor
classroom management, then no one can learn anything. It is the teacher’s
responsibility to make a classroom environment where students feel safe and
encouraged to learn. You must not be afraid to punish them. On the other hand,
you must always praise them for every good thing they do, every time, especially
in the first few weeks of class. Even directly after | punish a student, after a few
minutes | will give the student a chance to do something good. If the student does
well, 1 give him a lot of praise. This helps the student realize that | am not angry at
him anymore. | want the students to realize that | will not dislike the person, I will
only dislike their bad actions. It is very important for your students to like you.
They won’t speak English in class if they don’t like you. The most important thing
to always keep in mind is that you have to show these kids that you love them and
care about them. [ T1-1MU080211]

KEHREE LR - T fﬂplhﬁrljm?{¢?m1 i 5?4?&;&,;?33 Bl e

o FRKEFURR LT B KERRRBFLLEL 2 57 pop
%ig? off{EFFZ fib' }W/;H%?“ ,5'——“:\1& ’ I:A» l»/E s IFQIF’J»I‘J-mFE"fit@’
B A H E A Bk S R A R E S AR E L ES S

s ﬁﬁg—ifé&—ﬂ*-ﬁmi chr R B A ¥t > N gl (S mitﬁ]ﬁvolgﬁy’é\zﬁ
%iﬁ fRo A2 R HFRERALF > ALREL i > AT £ FETEREA
ARE2EREOHEFTE o EFA T ERGEI - EREROT 0 BArk PHRIE
E‘J’J?"lhlfalg lsmFﬁq:é;FFh,.ﬂZQOﬁ;ﬁ‘ﬂlﬂ’?snm— I«J—'i)f‘n\’lx-ﬂilblfa

—'z‘riﬁ I,J‘q.\g s T oM ¥ q.\ﬁ,!g N L e I

| feel confused when a student is totally disobedient and disrupting the class. To
make him or her leave the class would not be fair to their education. I rely on my
senior teachers for advice on these special situations. Special need students also
can be difficult to teach and patience through love is my usual approach.
[T2-1MC080218])
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In Taiwan, | find it is popular to threaten the students into submission. I have had
co-teachers tell students that the police is going to take them away if they don’t
stop crying. They are going to cut off their arms if they play in the water. Tape
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their hands to their bowls after they spill something. They were made to wear
black plastic bags and forced to walk through the school because they played in
the water, etc. In America you would be fired, fined and put in jail for any of these
things. It is really hard for me to be a teacher and watch my co-teacher do these
things, knowing that it is both harmful and wrong. I know it is cultural, but it still
really bothers me. | have said things to my co-teacher but it never seems to help,
so when | teach I try to handle all the discipline on my own. | will never tell my
co-teacher that someone spilled something, instead | will help them clean it up and
tell them to be more careful. It is always hard to discipline students but I would
rather do it in my way than the Chinese teacher’s way. | believe in positive
discipline, rewarding students for doing something good more than taking
something away for doing something bad. Especially expressing that you
disapprove with what the student did, not disapprove of the student. For example,
you did a bad thing, not you are a bad boy. [ T3-1FU080220])

bodo MERSPEL HRE- B RABIRE o A - BRI L TE S e
wwz@wwi’ﬁ&%g#wWﬁiﬁﬁ%wwaﬁ¢’%ﬁ%€“£”§i
L AR E PRI RY R CHERE  §FLE LT N R
GALBEL A o f I fopaint- Az o dek A E RS E T 0 - TLERVBRA T
BALE o g - BN L G- AR RS Y BRFREEE
HomPimfie? 3377 EBWNFE AN TEEL Sk T 0
REPATREA c AYRFFBRLSEEH > T2 % > SFUNRE
FEAAD L RELERHAR AT L {o? R RIFRI- BE Ll
AEH R F LR A FaeE (AT @) et ire Pt § o o- 2o G2

BoehfEt AR Nt N4 A B R BREF S Mo AR @m?%’
FRAARB PGS R B RORT LT AT R REE . £ HR
PEEARL(FFEIEEFA U AE(F ) a2 LAk E B2 - ol
Rt RO REARY) oA A A F L A B

rm\-

;izﬁnﬁzs@%p{r;gg}ﬁ D9t xz;:vyﬁﬂuﬁﬁ FEEL G El‘ugfﬁ;:?/‘[}ﬁguﬁu R A
ApoE Eé%wﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ TP s o by LR ¥

At o (RGBS kAT (RSO MO TR o e
RN INETESE N %EJ?ET VSR T P PIpOE: - (P T B SR 2 i
ESRNIIP Ok S DR MRl EE?FEE o T3 FF= o i E’ijéi‘?? b i
] 2l R PR IR MR IR - S g

4_[\

S
I R - bl i B TR

78



AL E SRS L i g

Eﬁﬁﬁﬁ@~mﬁ%ﬂxW§lfﬂ e R R e
jé ’ )g“ .:“:_?:EZHF* 4 F”]%:E_‘[FF EE’U‘JE??E‘; gl}ﬁﬂ ’ %\yﬂ’_ﬁlj\ FIJ?R%’EE e
ﬁ,ﬁﬂ@t %?7@7 J—HFIJEJEI °

They are extremely important. | always talk face to face or write a letter to
parents to let them know my philosophy about their roles. Currently, in all of my
classes, part of each student’s homework is to read to their parents for at least 5
minutes every night, not just on days that they have English class, but every day of
the week including the weekends. | also ask the parents to make sure kids write
their homework every day before coming to class. Basically, | want the students to
see that their parents care about the English class. If a student thinks their
parents don’t care about the English class, will the student care? | don’t think so.
[T1-1MU080211]
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Parents play a very small role in my teaching process. | rarely speak to parents
because of the language barrier. I can speak a little Chinese but feel parents
speaking to the co-teacher in the class room is the most effective. I usually hear via
administration or co-teacher about any concerns parents might have but so far
they have not played a big role in my daily teaching process. [ T2-1MC080218]
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In my school, there is very little interaction between the foreign teacher and
parents. Actually it is discouraged because parents offen misinterpret what the
foreign teacher is trying to say because of either the language barrier or cultural

79



differences. | write communication books once every other week and occasionally
for Language School classes commenting on the students progress and behavior,
which is first read by the manager then given to the parents. [ T3-1FU080220]
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The student-parent and student-teacher relationships are important and often
determine what the teacher-parent relationship will be like. 1 sometimes get
confused with situations in which the parents become involved because
communication can often be minimal. I -also get confused and frustrated with the
expectations placed on the students by their parents and, as a result, find it
difficult to understand how | am expected to deal with teacher-parent
confrontations. Parents play a great role in playing great experience on both the
students and the teacher. They do not seem to understand that learning a new
language takes a long time and a lot of patience. As a result of the high cost of
English education, they are eager for result and often complain that their children
are not performing among the top students in the class. [ T4-1MA080228]
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I have had very little contact with parents. We could hardly speak to each other
anyway. [ T5-1FU080307]
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I believe that teaching at the medium level imight be best and giving more
homework for the higher level students while giving help to the lower level
students after class. [ T3-2FU080323]

S MR e E AL R R B Lt R e ol BAER P

F45- Ly Rl A LR ORT R E

I believe that teachers should give more homework to the advanced students who

are able to cope with the added workload. Teachers should then try to encourage

the students who have problems understanding the subject material.
[ T4-2MA080308]
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I teach to the middle part. It is the only choice. However, | try to challenge the
high level and help the lower one too when I can. For instance, |1 have prepared 37
Power Point presentations, using images from Google and my own camera,
ranging from 12 to 84 slides each. These include all levels and are entertaining to
everyone. [ T5-2FU080327]
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I think that teaching at a high level all the time is good because it will hopefully
help the slower students either catch up or realize they need to drop down a level
or two. [ T2-2MC080309])
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I try to keep pressure off the students. Taiwanese students already have too much
pressure. | only give pressure to people who are lazy or if they have a bad attitude.
If a student is not lazy, yet their English is still poor, I do not punish them. Instead
| stay after class to help them. I encourage them to keep trying. [ T1-1MU080211])
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My basic philosophy on education is it is at its best when made fun. That is hard to
do with many students but making students interested in learning is a teacher’s
greatest challenge. Most kids don’t want to be in class but making learning fun
and making goals reachable is the key to education. | believe students will behave
better especially if learning is made fun. [ T2-1MC080218])
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I believe that education is the basis of solving the world’s problems. Through

education, understanding is gained, and true understanding is what most people

often lack. It is very easy for all of us to generalize many aspects of our lives.
[ T4-1MA080228]
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It is the responsibility of the teacher to present the subject in an interesting and
caring manner. He should have the desire that the students really learn the subject
matter, and try to help all succeed. | really believed that students should love
science, and they did. Students enjoyed-my class, mostly laboratory activities, and
I liked my job. [ T5-1FU080307]
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Never, | don’t feel it’s necessary for me . [ T1-1MU080211]
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I have only participated in a two week crash on the job training in Taipei to get me
ready for teaching. This I feel was not enough to prepare me for the adventures of
being a teacher. Now I learn Chinese in Taitung university. [ T2-1MC080218]
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After my first year | have only been to two mature teacher training courses. I wish
there was more opportunities to share experiences with other people. I always find
the training resourceful and encouraging. [ T3-1FU080220]
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I learn Chinese in the Taitung university. | feel that follow-up trainings will be
very helpful and improve my teaching, but I never have chance to join any kind of
that. [ T4-1MA080228])
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| attended a safety meeting. We have weekly English Department meetings. My
co-teachers spent many hours showing me how to prepare students for English
competitions. 1I’ve been instructed on each syllabus, and on course structure.
They have been very helpful. [ T5-1FU080307]
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The resume of interview

© about teaching

1.

Did you have any teaching experience before you came to Taiwan?

TS S AR 2

Have you ever completed any training course for being a qualified foreign English

teacher(NEST), including a pro-job training? What kind of course? Where did you

carry out these program? and for how long? Daoes it really work? If does not have,

did you ever have studied the related knowledge?

TRE T S0 R S BEOIE 2 UL - R 79
B 2 L PIRICROR R 2 ST K 2 SRR BIIE ? <JUBLE ) o PR

%ﬁﬁwww%>

In your opinion, is there any distinct difference between you and other local English

teachers?
R SAHTE T <P P W T
_Ay:tl IE:I FI = a;“#’ _—:- >

What is your philosophy of education? What is your philosophy of discipline and

class management?
BT AT 2 TR ASRIT 2 <FUIFT - MR LR >

What situation may make you feel confused in the teaching scene? How do you deal
with this problem?

st B 50 4 B 2 R S A 2 <UD
& WO wmzﬁ;*$@>

What do you think the differences between students/schools in your home country

and Taiwan? What kind of adjustments did you make in your teaching?
LIRS AN AU ] 2 i P (SRR
N
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7. How do you collaborate with local English teachers? What is the cooperation pattern
between you and local English teachers?

I B AT B RN 2 (i 53 2

8. How does the school administration assist your in teaching? Is there any disturbance?
What further assistance do you hope they can offer?

%ﬁffi.?ﬁ{?ﬁ SEaED Fl er'jjfl&ﬁlji 0 [7 Q15 QI'J@I%IFEJF uF CF\I \\\\\ m” 49

9. What kinds of roles do parents play in your teaching process?

R OFEEEPRE > DI B 2

©about Life adjustment

1. How do you think the overall environment and convenience of living in Taitung?

R F NpE 3F[;13‘&‘°H = % ff[zﬁ?ﬂ/['[ﬁj ?

2. What are the requirements of maintaining a decent and professional image of a
teacher in your country? Are these requirements different from those of your country?
Do you think the pressure, requirements and management that your school or cram
school imposes on you are reasonable?
WP SRR A IR B E R [ 2 SR () Flwf)qﬁn AUES] ~ B
$b§%ﬁﬁvu[@H%%v

3. Who can help you when you get trouble in your daily life? Do you have a close
friend that you can trust and talk to?

F{[ thr "_f‘E[ﬁ fkj lHllﬁ_Tuﬁaliﬁ = [ [ ﬁIHJn ‘?r? EJI: H]—I‘EFﬁuf@‘FlJ [ﬁ

4. Under what kind of circumstance that you would feel lonely and sad? How do you
deal with it?

B I 2 (PRI - TR T S 2 O e ?

5. What are your favorite recreational activities?

51 Y PRI SR e 2
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6. What have always been/were the annoying potential troubles in your life when you
came to Taiwan at the very early stage, especially when you could not speak fluent
Chinese? Do you feel Taiwanese friendly? Do you like Taiwanese?

P T U I B0 Y ERROPR ST ) B
W2 oy M 0 1 2

7. What kind of assistance and welfare that local government/school/cram School

offers to you? How do you find the assistance and welfare?

WP M O ERORIEIEE G 2 SR 2

8. What is the major difference between being a teacher in Taiwan and your country?

PR T I AT o S T 2

9. What kinds of on-job-training courses you have participated in? How do you feel?
o E VR S P P SRR 2 e e 2

ESL: English as a Second Language
EFL: English as a Foreign Language
NEST: Native English-speaking ESL/EFL Teacher
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Interview Questions

© Teaching

1.

Did you have any teaching experience before you came to Taiwan?

P S ORI 2

. Have you ever completed any training course to be an English teacher (NEST),

including a pre-job training? What kind of course? Where was the program? And for
how long? Did it really work? If no previous training, did you ever study anything in
this ﬁeld‘?

o TR S 7% 5 A AR A (B AOMS 2 481 RUPI- 0
P T PR IR 7 B WO”?E*“W?<W%hE FIRRL 1y 5
PHTEHS >

. In your opinion, are there any distinct differences between you and other local

English teachers?
BRI 1ﬁﬁw JIF IR < B R SR S I

PSR YA

. What is your philosophy of education? What is your philosophy of discipline and

class management?
RIS AT 2 WERRART 0 <L - N >

. What situation may make you feel confused while teaching? How do you deal with

this problem?
5T SR ) 7 4 R 2 CRLIF IS0 7 < I e
EE SRGITIER WWbﬁﬁ%$@>

. What do you think are the differences between students/schools in your home country

and Taiwan? What kind of adjustments did you make in your teaching?
fa %tul: [}’ﬁﬁj%ﬁfﬁt% 158 4 HIf5 M=% —f’jffkj f' INBE S I—Tﬁ [ﬁ:[?ﬁ‘%ﬁ% ?
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7. How do you collaborate with local English teachers? What is the cooperation pattern

between you and local English teachers?

AIH ST AP e 2 2 = o3 2

8. How does the school administration assist your teaching? Are there any problems?
What further assistance would you like them to offer?

%ﬁﬂﬁ]&ﬁf NESIEN FlJﬁIrerF‘/[%l}it [? Q15 QI/J@I%IFEJF“F cﬁ \\\\\ R 2

9. What kind of roles do parents play in your teaching process?

R OFEEEPREL > DI B 2

Daily Life
10. What do you think of the overall environment and convenience of living in Taitung?

i £ F [mﬂji 3F[;13‘&‘°H = 2F[I%i’?ﬂ/['lﬁ’ ?

11. What are the requirements of maintaining a decent and professional image of a
teacher in your country? Are these requirements different from those in Taiwan? Do
you think the pressure, requirements and management that your school or cram
school imposes on you are reasonable?

ﬁﬁiﬁ"j’ﬂfﬁﬁ SRR AT BE ) 7 il 2 SR Fm:r)jﬁ,j OB~ B
$b§%ﬁﬁv:[@P%Wv

12. Who can help you when you have problems in your daily life? Do you have a close
friend that you can trust and talk to?

i 2 SRS R0 2 o o

13. Under what kind of circumstances do you feel lonely and sad? How do you deal
with it?

B I 2 (PRI - TR T S 2 O e ?

14. What are your favorite recreational activities?

ot I iﬁﬂ [ e 2
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15. What have always been/were the annoying troubles in your life when you came to
Taiwan at the beginning, especially when you could not speak fluent Chinese? Do
you feel Taiwanese are friendly? Do you like Taiwanese?

FIE(L T L St i RPN © BRI N B
W2 oy M 0 1 2

16. What kind of assistance and welfare do the local government/school/cram schools

offer you? How do you find the assistance and welfare?

LIPS ERRE ~ TR o ERRIE R 2 SRR 2

17. What is the major difference between being a teacher in Taiwan and your country?

R T I AT o R T 2

18. What kinds of on-job-training courses you have participated in? How do you feel
about them?
o V)2 R A P 2 P R 2

ESL: English as a Second Language
EFL: English as a Foreign Language
NEST: Native English-speaking ESL/EFL Teacher
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