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History of Children’s Corporal Punishment during the

Japanese Colonial Period in Taiwan

Huang, Huai-Ching

Abstract

The term "Corporal Punishment" was translated into Chinese characters as "§&=i]
" in the early Meiji period of Japan and officially used in Kyoikurei (the 1879 Education
Order), which stipulated that schools were not allowed to administer corporal
punishment. This made Japan the seventh country in the world to explicitly prohibit
corporal punishment. During the era of the Great Japanese Empire, the term for corporal
punishment entered Taiwan and China through different channels, replacing ancient
terms such as "E4£" and "& %" that had been transmitted within the Sinosphere.

After Taiwan was ceded to Japan in 1895, it was initially unclear whether Japan's
prohibition of corporal punishment would be applied in colonial education. However,
an examination of documents from the early period of Japanese rule reveals that with
the establishment of a modern education system, corporal punishment emerged as a
new and uncontrollable social issue.

From the 1910s to the 1920s, works by the first generation of local Taiwanese
writers emerged, recording the one-sided view of corporal punishment from the
perspective of the colonized. Starting in the 1930s, Shigeru Fujisawa, an assistant
professor of psychology at Taihoku Imperial University, conducted the first systematic
survey and statistical analysis of corporal punishment on Japanese children and local
Han children in Taiwan. The results showed that the experiences and patterns of
corporal punishment between the two were consistent. Based on this, Fujisawa later
expanded his research to include various indigenous groups in Taiwan. Although this
research was interrupted by Japan's defeat in the war, it still revealed the impact of
Japanese colonial policy on the indigenous groups' child-rearing practices.

Through an analysis of relevant historical materials, novels, diaries, and research
texts, this dissertation provides a preliminary exploration of the history of corporal
punishment among children living in Taiwan during the Japanese colonial period.

Keywords: Corporal Punishment, History of Corporal Punishment,
Shigeru Fujisawa
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