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A Journey of Self-Pursuit in Kafka on the Shore by Murakami Haruki
Chen, Ching-i

Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature
National Taitung University

Abstract

Murakami Haruki adopts the persona Kafka as both inner spiritual clues and a
metaphorical framework in fiction to describe one’s existing loneliness and the
absurdity of fate. This study aims to probe the.images, circumstances and even precise
languages in Franz Kafka’s fiction to contemplate the self-pursuit journey in Kafka on
the Shore. The juvenile journey of self-pursuit went through three stages as below:

1. the dilemma: to run away from the curse; to flee from one’s foreordination
2. the discovery: a world of misunderstanding; reflections via actions
3. the reversal: the pursuit of self-identity

Murakami Haruki presented a great quantity of utilizing and exploring in the story
just like Kafka’s. Also, Haruki masterly slipped the fate of the juvenile escape with
Oedipus myth. By means of the deep marking of tragic fate, the story exhibits human
existence via metaphoric-dialogue-scene and enriches the variety in the story
discussion.

All the conundrums in the story tend to make the readers comprehend the purport of
explanation/creation-metamorphosis rather than restoring/reshaping. The vivid
characterizations of personas and the surreal dialogue lead the young hero toward an
unreal and extremely real pursuit journey.

Key Words : Bildungsroman, Kafka On The Shore, Oedipus myth,
fate/freedom, spiritual pursuit
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The Hollow Men'® (24 *)

Mistah Kurtz-he dead. (2% 4% —IJjj =) 1
A penny for the Old Guy (ifi#2~ - peryt®?

We are the hollow men (% {f{fL2 = *)

We are the stuffed men (Z4 {[HRLFSET ~)

Leaning together (['ﬁJ EJ@?‘}~ 1)

Headpiece fill with straw. Alas! (ﬁg%gﬁdﬁﬂ]?%ﬁﬁ o I[F 1)
Our dried voices, when (=Y [[fiiz*' IEIU@JFP, ) F{ )

We whisper together (ZY {f77—~ & fg?ﬁ )

Are quiet and meaningless (3%?'??‘?* Ve e NE

As wind in dry grass (fiELiZE! B FAURY)

Or rats' feet over broken glass (FY L ¥ B ]’EI%ET‘: AU+ )
In our dry cellar (7 =4 [z g I 2)

Those who have crossed (E[/E=# g_lj,:i_l%ﬁ[)

With direct eyes, to death's other Kingdom (j‘}ﬁ, o Fl"[‘ﬁg\(%] | e 1)
= B

Remember us-if at all-not as lost (r::,v?[?,f!, B2 I'Fﬂ—ﬁ_ F’[fjﬁ:ﬁfl
Violent souls, but only (Ef}iﬁ@ PAL > ] L)

As the hollow men (2= *)

The stuffed men. (F8E7T * )

~RLY ’;—E, FlfJ)
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Eyes I dare not meet in dreams (EQEF* I %ﬁﬂﬁ[iﬂ)

In death's dream kingdom (7 =t ﬂ TR )
These do not appear: ([*4 [FEJT %ﬁ HEL )
There, the eyes are (E[1¥! E;LE fc)

Sunlight on a broken column (7=_FAYE L)
There, is a tree swinging (¥[¥ > — BEEREHUAET)
And voices are (@FF"[)

In the wind's singing (i &0 F[UETITPP[@ )

More distant and more solemn (R 1335 P I )
Than a fading star. (5"~ HUAFUE - )

Let me be no nearer (72 7Y [J|[F|H17)

In death's dream kingdom (7t =t U= [)
Let me also wear (¢ 725+ 25 &)

Such deliberate disguises (Y11= | A (EiE)

Rat's coat, crowskin, crossed staves (#ELHI A > KL 7RI,

In a field (7| 1E5Y)
Behaving as the wind behaves ([ & {X)

No nearer- (JJ| 21§ 7—)

Not that final meeting ( T fLH#[15 ,‘%;Elfjﬁliﬂ)
In the twilight kingdom (i %{ €/ 1[5 = [8)

III

This is the dead land (IFJL = fr 4 BY)

This is the cactus land (;ﬂft[ N U4 BY)

Here the stone images (7 | i i+ iﬁ%ﬂ )

Are raised, here they receive (+] # » iﬁ?ﬁ' LA )

The supplication of a dead man's hand (— {f%=* =iy %‘é‘:ﬁ%)
Under the twinkle of a fading star. (7 }H ARV B FAE # o)

Is it like this (i B“}*[Ejélﬁlﬂ%
In death's other klngdom (5= pupl- = @)

L AUREAT)
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Waking alone (PRI &)

At the hour when we are (7 ﬂﬂﬁﬁ IS 1)
Trembling with tenderness (£ 'giﬁ\[? M 5FH)

Lips that would kiss (P;’EJ‘ TR

From prayers to broken stone. (n\HﬁI £ TR )

1Y%

The eyes are not here (Eiﬁﬁ EZEEY)
There are no eyes here (J< & EiE* T iﬁi)
In this valley of dying stars ( oA lﬂ?aftv/“j?l YE AL &)

In this hollow valley (rilHJ:i[Fﬂp S
This broken jaw of our lost kingdoms (BLZY {[4. 3 fru= BIp @i

—-ﬁﬁi

In this last of meeting places (7+ lﬁﬁ f‘ézgfjﬁliﬂﬁﬁfﬁ )

We grope together (25 [[']— E$iZ)

And avoid speech GEERS 4 ]?»’3)

Gathered on this beach of the tumid river (R & 7+ IF:F B HE )

Sightless, unless (/[ T-fL - [#ZH

The eyes reappear (EELEﬁ E13H)

As the perpetual star (J[1E[={v Yk B )
Multifoliate rose ( Z¥HNZVR)

Of death's twilight kingdom (7 5=t Py & po = )
The hope only (iF% EE | Elfj%ﬂ 122

Of empty men. (h= 2= * o)

\Y%

Here we go round the prickly pear (7Y {[frg= &5 M)
Prickly pear, prickly pear (@7 f#f > & )

Here we go round the prickly pear (ZY (= &5 M)
At five o'clock in the morning. (i /& E Fﬁ—"ﬁ% o)

Between the idea (+ 2 £E)
And the reality G=ZH1 1 fi])
Between the motion (7 %))
And the act (ZZ1RE.L )
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Falls the shadow ([&#5y[= )
For Thine is the Kingdom ([X 5 H[[ 2= [g8l - )

Between the conception (7+H%&.)
And creation (ZZ]] (=1 fif])
Between the emotion (7 ‘[ﬁ?&ﬁ)

And the response (Z2/*jEeV [t])
Falls the Shadow ([ 5y ™)

Life is very long. (% Ffﬁi/m#f{»;‘% o)

Between the desire (T‘ﬁgjﬁi‘)

And the spasm (Z27& i 1/ fif])

Between the potency (i+ 'F'J‘Z‘J 1)

And the existence (52 % % I/ i)

Between the essence (7+ 7 ET)

And the descent (=35, [H])

Falls the Shadow. (&Y= ™)

For Thine is the Kingdom. ([ % H[[H= @l © )

For Thine is ([X kL)
Life is (% kL)
For Thine is the (< fLE[)

This is the way the world ends (E“dtiﬁfr%ij[ﬁ PASAT)
This is the way the world ends (HTHF%T%?[H PASAT)
This is the way the world ends (HTHF%T%?[H PASAT)

Not with a bang but a whimper (2[5 &= 18 > [fiRl— [ - )
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