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The Application of Problem Solving Method on
Lower Grade Gender Equity Education in An
Elementary School

Abstract

The thesis studies the application of the problem solving method in gender
equity education. By using action research method to provide a thorough discussion of
teaching and syllabus contents, it hopes to present a truthful record of elementary
school teachers’ implementation of gender equity education in classroom.

The result indicates that the problem solving method can be well applied in
primary grade gender equity education. The eight teaching steps are: problem
presentation, discussion, what | have known of, conceptualization, information
collection, value clarification, problem checking, and summarization.

The findings are:

1. Primary grade students understand gender role development and gender

stereotype in activities and emotional expressions.

2. Primary grade students are capable of expressing personal opinions and

sentiments in bodily feelings and selecting toy types, regardless of gender.

3. Through practice and reflection, the researcher gains new insights into

awakening of gender consciousness, changing school curriculum abilities,
teaching activity arrangement, and application of transfer of learning.

The limitations are:

1. Problem presentation step: it is a very big challenge for the researcher to

discover issues and raise questions.

2. Discussion step: the researcher must be able to listen and get close to

students’ mind, so to understand and respond to their thoughts immediately.

3. Information collection: the researcher must provide students with relevant

information or access to such information to best assist children in
information perceiving and applying.

4. Transfer of learning: Some students find it hard to transfer their learning

when faced with new environments due to influence of adults and past
experiences.

Key word: gender equity education, lower grade, gender stereotype, problem
solving method, action research.
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