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The effect of Gender Equity Curriculum on Sex Role

Attitudes of Lower Grade Students

Abstract

In light of critical pedagogy, the paper aims to design gender equity
curriculum appropriate for experience of students through exploring
existing role attitudes of students, students’ background, and interaction
and dialogues between teachers and students. It will also help teachers
review design rationales and education practice on gender equity
curriculum. Through action research, the paper tries to understand
students’ sex role attitudes, including personal traits, expression of
interests, family labor division and occupational development via
teachers’ observation record, teaching notes, and interview records with
students. The findings are:

I. Existing gender role attitudes of students:

(1) traditional gender bias in personal traits

(2) expression of interests affected by traditional social viewpoints

(3) rigid impression of social husbands and domestic wives in
family labor division

(4) not entirely bound by the gender expectations in traditional
viewpoints in occupational development

I1. Influences of gender equity courses on students

(1) free from limits of traditional viewpoints and focus on the
hobbies of students in expression of interests

(2) facing labor division in families in light of abilities instead of
genders

(3) facing genders’ diversity possibilities in personal traits and



occupational development with respect
(4) mutual experiences in curriculum enabling students to have
interchange in gender viewpoints
I11. Thoughts of teachers
(1) discovering more issues on gender equity education
(2) teachers becoming assistants in issue discussions from leaders
in course planning
The Suggestions are:
1. critical pedagogy application in education should be adjusted to
the students’ conditions
2. gender equity viewpoints should be practiced in daily instruction

situations

Keywords: gender equity education, sex roles, critical pedagogy,
curriculum, lower grade
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