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A Study on the Leisure Function of Library
Abstract

By literature review and case study, this study investigated the evolutions of
library and leisure theory, library’s positioning in the leisure industry, and
furthermore the leisure function of library. There were three research purposes to
understand: firstly, how library is positioned in the leisure industry, secondly, cultural
and leisure functions of the library, and thirdly, the planning and design of the library
architecture and interior leisure space. The result may serve as reference for local
libraries to organize their leisure activities, to plan and design their leisure space and
architecture. International examples gathered Singapore National Library, Seattle
Central Library, Danish Royal Library, while in Taiwan the cases were Beitou and
Shipai branches of Taipei Public Library, Kun.Shan University Library, Puli Township
Library in Nantou County. No matter nationally or internationally, it was found that
libraries in planning of new buildings or extensions all considered following matters:
1. Library café settings, with both recreational and social leisure functions.

2. The cultural and artistic-activities in the library contribute to intellectual enjoyment
and parent-children interaction.

. Multimedia or Audio-Visual centers serve for entertainment.

. Libraries function culturally yet leisurely.

. Many libraries themselves become the sight-seeing destinations.

. Establishment of roof gardens.

. Green building is possible for the future building style; and

. Establishment of the leisure reading area.

o N o O A W

At the end, this study proposed some suggestions:
1. To create a new-style library architecture - information commons.
2. To open up the planning and design of large-scale library buildings to international
competition.
3. To form a strategic alliance with different industries to develop multi-functional
service.
The above issues are for local operations while they plan new library buildings,
add extensions, or organize leisure space.

Keyword: Leisure function, library, cultural leisure
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