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The Self Identification and Status of Otherness
Within the Diaspora Culture:

The Instance of Kira-kira and Weedflower

Abstract

The beginning of postcolonialism is concerned with what exists and happens
after the end of colonial and imperial rules. It does not yield to colonial hegemony
anymore. It turns out to be by all means of presenting awareness of self own history,
culture, and identity for the sake of showing the images and shouting the voices that
had been neglected for ages. This includes a group of distinctive people called
immigrants. The history of immigration has been out there all along. Different groups
of immigrants have their own story backgrounds and contexts. Therefore, immigrants’
issue will be in association with diaspora culture. This is what the present study
attempts to discover.

The word Diaspora is originally derived from Greek, and refers to life across two
areas. The research and the interpretation of two texts Kira-kira and Weedflower are
centering on the life experiences of immigrants in America and focusing on the
cross-nation ethnic identity, with the combination of exploring the story context of the
self-identification and status of otherness. According to the research, the
self-identification is portrayed through the continuity of rice eating culture, the use of
naming language, and the symbol of personal belongings, which three demonstrate
the construction and representation of self identification to different generations. As
for the status of otherness in the Caucasian-domination society, the racial

discrimination and unfair treatment, the everyday life of ethnic minority issue, the



suspicion of nation identification and loyalty, and the contradiction and
embarrassment states in cross-cultural identity are observed. Also the hybridity of
ethnic identity, the belonging of family and clan, and the roles as the others in oversea
life situation and identification development are greatly affected by the interrelation of
the homeland, host country, assimilation, hybridity and otherness for immigrants.

This thesis concludes with two possible answers, shifting identity and identity
position, to the very first questions raised concerned how a diaspora identity is
constructed, and how a diaspora role as others is challenged. The researcher’s
personal opinion is given on discussion of the diaspora space impact upon childhood.
Finally a conclusion to collect four further thoughts are inspired, which are a) the
identity pursuit between multi-society and society assimilation, b) the criteria of
culture value, ¢) racism hampering the development of multi-culture, d) and the

obstacle and promotion of multi-culture education.

Keywords: postcolonialism, diaspora, hybridity, otherness, self identification
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