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Word, Power and Desire

The research of Markus Zusak’s The Book Thief

Abstract

Markus Zusak is one of the Australian famous novelists in the field of
books for young adult nowadays. His books have been published in many
kinds of languages and gained a fine reputation all over the world. The
Book Thief is the fifth of Zusak’s writings, as well as the first novel
translated in Mandarin, expressing the power of words and the human
conscience.

The story is about the growth of Liesel Meminger, the main character
in this novel. The book described her progress from learning words till
acknowledging the power of words. Furthermore, the content also showed
her desire in learning words, the power of words in all aspects, and the
contradictory element of humanity’s good and evil.

This research summarized the biography of the author, his inspiration
in composing the story, his writing characteristic and the feature of the
novel The Book Thief . Besides, the research also reflected to the historical
background. By using many different points, such as, characteristic,
character, plot, symbol and metaphor, it appraised the novel The Book Thief
in this field of literature. Furthermore, by applying the theory of social
psychology, it explained the different behavior of human beings.

By the author’s self-expectation as well as the introspection to the
historical facts, the novel, The Book Thief , with high style of writing skills,
has evoked readers the power of words and also inspired teenagers to
keeping positive thoughts.

keywords : power of words, books-burning, young adult novels
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From: MARKUS ZUSAK

To: Serena Yang

Sent: Wednesday, May 07, 2008 6:53 PM

Subject: RE: I HAVE 2 QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR BOOK ( from Taiwan)

Hi Serena,
Sorry for such a late reply. | hope you are well up there in Taiwan!

To answer your questions, all of those books you mentioned are titles that | made up.
They all have a meaning to the story, though. For example, the Shoulder Shrug refers to
people shrugging their shoulders so many times that eventually there is a disaster. The
last Human Stranger refers to Hans, Max and even Rudy's father. They are all strangers
in their own country. They suffer for being good and sticking to what they believe in.

I still have nice memories of our lunch in Taipei. once again, | hope all is well there.

All my very very best,
Markus

From: mhy1128@ms58.hinet.net

To: writetozusak@hotmail.com

Subject: | HAVE 2 QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR BOOK ( from Taiwan)
Date: Sun, 20 Apr 2008 08:45:15 +0800

Dear Markus,

How are you doing?! I’m not sure if you remembered me the one of your Taiwanese
fans that we had lunch together when you were in Taiwan this February.

There are 2 questions about your book THE BOOK THIEF that | hope to understand

further.
1. There are 4 books “the Shoulder Shrug ”, “the whistler”, “the Dream Carrier”, and
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“the Last Human Stranger” in the novel. Are those books all in real or they were just
made up in THE BOOK THIEF ?!
2. Is there any particular meaning or expression when you choose these books ?

Thank you for your help and I look forward to hearing from you.

The view of Sidney in autumn is very beautiful, isn’t it? Please give my best regards to
your family.

Best regards,
Serena Yang
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