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A Style Analysis of David Wiesner’s Picture Books

Yu-Ting Huang

National Taitung University

Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature

Abstract

This study investigates the style of David Wiess@icture books with a focus on
both the stories written and illustrated by him aelen books were chosen. The
finding shows that his stories are delivered bydbeer, spine, foreword, front matter
and the first scene and all these components m&g meaders to pause and ponder or
may provide readers with some clues to construgit thterpretations. At the end of the
stories, there are some connections to the begjrofithem, which motivated readers to
read the stories once again. Even they could gaminterpretations of the same stories
they already read. On narrative structure, thestidf his picture books express the main
focus of the stories. The use of inhuman charatiées readers to get rid of the limit of
reality and invites readers to re-think values. &ber, the stories reveal the chimerical
world by adopting Surrealistic Art; that is, by dgéng viewpoints, tension is created

and it draws readers’ attentions.

Wiesner use several strategies to represent tinfesiistories. They include the
use of words to describe time, adding picturesoofes production of time- measuring,
adding pictures to show the changes of movemehes,use of frames to show the
change of time, and the representation of inmeaitane. In terms of space, Wiesner

creates it with the interaction between the real anreal by the use of different



perspectives and the change of frame design. Byidlig the order of the nature, he
uses multiple lightings and distortable scales bfects to break the limitation of

space-time continuum and take readers into higalistic scenes and fantastic world.
The characters in the stories grow up in the jopwfehome-away-home and this brings
readers close to the stories. Moreover, the rapgaigns shown in Wiesner’s picture
books not only demonstrate his prosperous imagnatbut also show his life

experiences, sub-consciousness of human beingsthanideas of creating wonderful

future.

Key word: Picture Books, Style; Sign, Fantasy, Surrealistic A
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“Do you think anything awful has happened outsid®avid asked.

“Who knows? We'll see tomorrow,George replied.i%ﬁj 6)
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Sometimes they just sat and enjoyed the vidwe.tfee was a private place, big

enough for secret dreams, small enough foreshadlventure.
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Then it happened. They woke one morning toaarsplitting roar, and the sight of
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