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The analysis of the characterization and the process of adventure in
young adult adventure novels:
Exampled with Robinson Crusoe, Gulliver's Travels, and Treasure Island

Abstract

Taking an adventure is human nature. A man discovers the meaning of his life
and self-existence through the process of *“ home—away- home”, so the motif of taking
an adventure is deeply popular with the readers. In the development of literature,
adventure story is the most ancient form of the novel. With exciting and tight plots,
blazing characters and grotesque and uncommon incidents, adventure stories make
strong appeal to the readers. After going through a series of ordeals, the protagonist
can cast off his old self; at the same time, the reader remolds himself through reading.

Robinson Crusoe, Gulliver's Travels, and Treasure Island are the adventure

novels of the British Maritime Era in the eighteenth and nineteenth century. In these
three novels, the adventures heroes taking are different. However, they share with a
common motif: in order to get rid of certain situation, the protagonist goes outside to a
new place searching for the meaning of life and comes back with victory in the end. A
man desires to take an adventure because he wants new challenges and stimulus.
Taking an adventure is the best way to find the value of self-existence.

A man is ambivalent. He stays home to meet basic demand; he gets away home
to find the meaning of life. Getting away home doesn’t deny the meaning of home;
on the contrary, it manifests the importance of the home. For heroes, going outside to
take adventures is necessary. But after the pursuit of the new value of living, they

should come back their original homes.

Keywords : adventure, young adult novel, characterization, the process of adventure
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