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Textual Analysis of the Female Images

In the Selected Picture-Book Biographies

Wen-ting Chang

National Taitung University

The Graduate Institute of Children Literature

Abstract

Feminine picture-book biography was founded in literary biography and its form
combines words with visual images. Moreover, it contains a defined subject and
authentic and accurate plots to mold the female image lively. Each unique feminine life
story would present its brilliance of humanity to children who are in the development
process. In addition, these feminine life stories together have restored the position of

female in the history which they should have.

This study aims to discuss strategies for writing children’s biography in a
picture-book format, as well as to explore how female authors’ feminine consciousness
and idiosyncrasy of writing and illustration shape the female images in their works.
Thus, it is primarily based on the textual analysis of the four biographical works written
and illustrated by two senior female writers: Barbara Cooney and Jeanette Winter. The
analysis focused on what techniques they adopted to create female protagonists derived
from real persons and discussed what female images were represented in their works.
Based on the findings, this study attempted to have a further discussion on the relation
and collaboration between picture books and biographies and to propose suggestions on

writing and reading for feminine picture-book biography.

The results show that both female authors made careful and rigorous study on the
subjects they dealt with in their works and the images of the female subjects were varied
from famous one to nobody. There are six different types of female images represented
in the books, including: woman living under father’s protection, woman with eternal

femininity, woman from being "father's daughter" to an "independent woman," woman



fighting for her own life in a non-father text, woman oppressed by the patriarchy system,
and woman developing androgyny capacities. Each female image presents a different
view of life and both two authors are willing to give their heroines with respect, which
realistically reflect the fact that each female has one’s own gender recognition and
makes her choice for life. All the major female subjects in the books hold the same
personal values as both biographers; that is, they struggled for their dreams and came to
become self-realization fearlessly. This similarity indicates that the biographers and the
protagonists they created share the relative understanding of the patriarchy system and
identification with being a female. The two female authors emphasize that the major
female subjects are not only able to fight for their basic demands and human rights for
survival, but may also actually influence the operation of the nation and society they
lived through the achievements derived from their artistic works or the contributions
they have made to public affairs. As a result, they became one of the important members
who are forming the feminine history. Their stories reveal the strength of feminine life

uniquely and touchingly.

Keywords : picture book, picture-book biography, female image, text analysis.
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