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A Critical Analysis of Images of Disabled People

INn the Selected Picture Books

Ya Shan Yu

National Taitung University

Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature

Abstract

With the publication rise in the children’s book market, picture
books on disabled people have also increased. These picture books are
usually used to teach life education, hoping children understand different
life aspects and situations of the disabled people and thus learn to respect
and tolerate individual differences. The images of the disabled people
presented in these writings are one kind of representations worthy of
being delved into. From a critical pedagogy angle, this research aims at
examining how the disabled people in the selected picture books present
the relationship of watching and being watched, and the impression effect
the relationship leaves. Moreover, from discourses of disease metaphor,
the research discusses the connotative significance in the representations
of the disabled people’s images so as to reconsider the significance and
experiences the disabled people may be given in their daily life and
ponder over the possibility of reconstructing disabled people’s images.

The research shows that when taking an active position in picture
books, the disabled people enable the reader to catch clear images of

them. In addition, in the picture books, the disabled people are often



portrayed as ignorant, incompetent, and repressive roles, having to bear
with dodged metaphor and terror association. I argue that the writers
should be aware of this phenomenon and try to empower the disabled
people in their works when necessary. The writers also have to take an
objective and neutral stance to depict the true feelings and struggling
experiences the disabled people have when suffering miserable situations
so that the disabled people would not be stigmatized. In addition, the
change of perspectives and a sincere attitude towards life may awaken the

disabled people’s awareness to accomplish self-empowerment.

Key Words: Critical pedagogy, disabled people image, disease

metaphor
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