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A study of digital divide for aboriginal elementary
school students at fifth and sixth grades in
Taitung County.

Hsiang-wen Chen
Abstract

The purposes of this study were to examine the status of digital
divide for aboriginal elementary school students at fifth and sixth grades
in Taitung County, to understand the differences of digital divide for
aboriginalelementary school students at fifth and sixth grades with
different background variations. “Digital Divide™ could be observed from
two aspects which were “IT (Information Technology) equipment access”
and “IT ability”. The instrument for this study was the Questionnaire of
“Digital Divide for aboriginal elementary school students at fifth and
sixth grades in Taitung County”. 2074 aboriginal elementary school
students at fifth and sixth grades in Taitung County were stratified as
effective samples for analysis. Furthermore, the data collected were
analyzed by percentage, mean, and one-way ANOVA. The results showed
that aboriginal fifth and sixth graders in Taitung County with different
background variations had differences in “IT equipment access™ and “IT
ability”. However, aboriginal fifth and sixth graders in Taitung County
had insufficient opportunities of IT equipment access so that their IT
abilities were not good enough.

Based on the findings above, it is suggested that Education
Department of Government should increase IT equipments for aboriginal
families and communities (tribes) in order to raise the opportunities of IT

equipment access for aboriginal students and improve their IT abilities.
keyword - Digital Divide, Aboriginal Students in Taitung County,

IT (Information Technology) Equipment Access, IT
Ability
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