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A Case Study on Curriculum Development for
Indigenous Education at an Elementary School
in Ami Tribe Region in Taitung

Abstract

This study, having Xiao-Ma elementary school located at east coast as
case study subject, try to understand the curriculum development of
indigenous education in Ami region in Taitung county after the “Indigenous
Education Act” was promulgated in 1998. Through semi-structural interviews,
participant observations and documents analysis, this study finds that:

Firstly, the background of indigenous education development in the
school: During the administration of former principal (1995-2000), Mr. Huang
who was an Ami indigenous people himself, "Activities for Native Place
Study" came into effect. He actively introduced tribe assistant teachers into
the school, established "Resource Center for Native Place Study of Ami Tribe"
with the budget from the project of EPA (Educational Priority Area) by the
Ministry of Education, and promoted traditional Ami art, song, dance to
preserve tribal culture; At the administration of principal Lu (2000-2004) , a
Puyuma indigenous people, another policy "Curriculum Guidelines for
Elementary and Junior High Schools™ came into operation. Principal Lu
continuously kept Ami culture the center of school-based curriculum,
promoted the ethnicity identification of students, and applied to the Council of
Indigenous Peoples, Executive Yuan for the budget of "Resource Classroom
for Indigenous Education” to expend the "Resource Center for Native Place
Study of Ami Tribe".

Secondly, current decision making of curriculum development was
carried on by administrative staff and three program was promoted: "2688
Excellence for New Generations Project™ which was more regularly carried on
recruited assistant teachers to integrate Ami song, dance and percussion music
into the formal curriculum of “art and culture”; The other two, "Indigenous
Special Features Development for School, Project of EPA" and "Indigenous

Education Activities", were carried on as additional curriculum teaching



carvings and argyle after school or on Sunday. Thus, were not so regular.
Finally, the difficulties of indigenous education includes: Impact from
the policy of enhancing academic subject performance, crowding out of other
related projects, most of all, the lack of continuity about additional curriculum,
numbers of aboriginal teachers at school and amount of budget. Prospectively,
indigenous education should have a better formulating curriculum. Computer
technology should be used to preserve the period piece and to market
school-children’s art work. The curriculum development should connect to the
local tourism. At last this research address suggestions to the school, hope to

be advantageous to the development of indigenous education.

Keywords: indigenous education, multicultural education, Ami tribe,

school-based curriculum development
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