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The Research in Magatama Sanbusaku of Japanese Fantasy and its Series Books

Abstract

The texts of Japanese Fantasy are mysterious and appealing due to the integration of
god-spirits and ghost-imaginations. With combination of traditional myths and legends,
Noriko Ogiwara’s work pieces of Magatama Sanbusaku and its series are considered as
the classic in Japan.

Sorairo Magatama, which is under basic frame of Japanese Myths, is originated
from the prototype of ancient books.characters that a brand new appearance displayed
provides a different image of god-spirits to readers. Hkucho Iden is based on a Japanese
traditional hero called Yamatotakeru-no-mikoto, trying to reverse the fixed view of his
image, and rendering a new life upon him at the end. The story line of Uubeni Tennyo is
traced further back to times of the end of Nara jidai and early days of Heian jidai. Back
then it was a particular period full of unkonwn mystery and haunted spirits. The leading
character determinedly embarks on a jourey to serch for truth of life. Within these three
pieces, Noriko creates her own style look of fantasy with application of her rich
knowledge in fantasy filed. For readers they are able to arouse the passion through the
contact with its series.

The main focus of this thesis is on origin of Japanese fantasy. From this point of
view, story materials and aspects are the centered discussion of the text analysis. Then
the discussions on how the intertextuality skill of myths, legends, and anecdotes are
presented, and how the meanings and images of god spirits are constructed is elaborated

in the text analysis. Finally based on the Joseph Campbell’s myth theory, the attention



goes to the growing process of children in young adults novels through big adventures.
This thesis concludes with the discovery of four meanings, they are respectively
the elimination of light and darkness, breaking stereotype, reveal of love and
forgiveness, and pursuit of life. Furthermore, as much concerned with fantasy, the
suggestion to authors who enjoy writing fantasy stories is to put more references as
further reading materials for readers. Besides, in today society with multi-media in

every corner, paper based texts cannot be replaced.

Key Words: Young Adult Novel, Japanese Fantasy, Myth, Noriko Ogiwara
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