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The Research of Pupils’ Development on Writing Ability

in Elementary Schools

by
TSENG, CHI—JUI

Abstract

Writing belongs to high-level language ability which is regarded as a
significant one from the third grade in elementary schools. However, writing
can only be a piece of homework for pupils because of the limited Chinese
lessons. With this background, the purpose of this research is to investigate
how writing ability develops for the pupils from Grade 3 to Grade 6.
Meanwhile, to comprehend how reading and handwriting affect writing ability,
the research also analyzes further on the pupils’ writing performance with
different abilities of reading skills and handwriting.

The research takes 398 pupils as the objects of study, who are from Grade
3 to Grade 6 of 3 elementary schools in Kangding in Pingtung. For evaluating
the pupils’ abilities on writing, reading, and handwriting, they are offered 3
tests, including “writing a composition”, “screening test of reading
comprehension ” and “ writing language test.” The conclusions are as follows:

1. The higher graders possess more writing ability.

2. The pupils with different reading ability develop their writing ability when
getting into higher grade.

3. The pupils with different handwriting ability develop their writing ability
when getting into higher grade.

4. With different writing assessment indicators, the diversity of the pupils’
writing development can be seen.

5. The more ability of reading and handwriting the pupils have, the better
writing ability they possess.

Although the pupils’ writing ability increases with higher grades, the
group with higher ability on reading and handwriting progress faster than the
group with lower ability on reading and writing. Thus, their backwardness on



handwriting and reading results in the backwardness on writing, which proves
Matthew Effect. The difficulty of learning writing for the pupils with lower
language ability is also found.

Key words: writing development, writing ability, writing

assessment indicator, reading skills, handwriting
ability
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