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The Study of Influential Factors of Educational Aspiration to Foreign or
Domestic Advanced Study for Undergraduates in Taiwan: Is educational
opportunity unequal?

Abstract

What is the influence of backgrounds, especially socioeconomic backgrounds, on
the educational aspiration to foreign or domestic advanced study for undergraduates
in Taiwan currently? Moreover, how is the influence of various university types and
departments on the educational aspiration to foreign or domestic advanced study for
undergraduates in Taiwan? Do the variables of the college examination score,
educational performance in the university, and self-evaluation on learning ability
influence on the educational aspiration to foreign or domestic advanced study for
undergraduates? The above-mentioned research questions are very important, but
there are not any previous studies to explore these.

I used the juniors’ data of Higher Education Database System in Taiwan in
2004-2005 and used regression analysis and logical regression analysis to explore the
above-mentioned research questions. The purpose of this study is to explore the
causal mechanism influencing the educational aspiration to foreign or domestic
advanced study for undergraduates in Taiwan currently.

On the part of educational aspiration to foreign advanced study, the higher family
socioeconomic backgrounds, including parents’ educational level, father’s occupation
as well as family income, juniors have, the higher educational aspiration to foreign
advanced study they have. The influence of family income is the most important
especially. Controlled the variables of university types and departments, educational
performance in the university and self-evaluation on learning ability, there is still
positive direct influence of family socioeconomic backgrounds on the educational
aspiration to foreign advanced study. However, the higher college examination score
juniors get, the lower educational aspiration to foreign advanced study they have,
which is direct influence. In addition, I found that female juniors have higher
educational aspiration to foreign advanced study than male. It is mainly because many
females major in liberal and arts departments, they have better educational
performance in the university, and their English ability is good on the self-evaluation.

On the part of educational aspiration to domestic advanced study, the higher
college examination score juniors have, the higher educational aspiration to domestic
advanced study they have, which is total influence. Because they who have higher
college examination score study in the elite universities and general public

universities, and they major in natural and engineering departments, they have the



higher educational aspiration to domestic advanced study. In addition, because male
juniors major in natural and engineering departments more than females, males have
the higher educational aspiration to domestic advanced study than females. However,
controlled other variables, there is still direct influence of gender on educational
aspiration to domestic advanced study. Males are still higher than females.

There is positive total influence of college examination score on educational
aspiration to domestic advanced study, but it is not significant for total influence of
college examination score on educational aspiration to foreign advanced study.
However, controlled intervening variables, it is direct influence that the higher college
examination juniors have, the lower educational aspiration to foreign advanced study
they have. It means that many undergraduates who have excellent educational
achievement would rather stay in Taiwan to advanced study than go abroad advanced
study.

Keywords: educational aspiration to foreign or domestic advanced study,
university types and departments, the college examination score,
educational performance in the university
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