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Reason to Fight ----

Writing the Violence in Teenage-Protagonist Novels
Jing-lian Shiau

Abstract

The use of violence is considered evil in social value. However,
many writers tend to add plots of fighting or death in their stories. No
matter the function of these kinds of plots is to draw the audience’s
attention or to send some kind of messages, many of these novels adopt
teenage protagonists. Those teenagers who are involved are forced to
grow up when they encounter situations that demand them to think many
questions forward. In their mind, they doubt if this is real maturity more
or less.

Among many works in which many violent plots are involved, the

researcher chose Bottle Royale(™*=7%) ~ Demonata(fisi~ E’B@%) » La

Grand Cahier(‘8.2 Elf—%l) as main studying texts. These works adopted

teenage protagonists, and they all have a large amount of descriptions
about death. Readers may feel uneasy in the beginning, but after reading
the texts repeatedly, this uneasy experience might change when they find
out the writers see fighting and death as ways to know ourselves and
relations between self and external world. Violence could be destructive

or protective, and the social issues, which are mentioned in the plots,



could be related to the some themes of young adult novels, like
enlightenment, identification and sense of existence.

There are three levels of violence, which are death, killing and
indifference. Readers found themselves related to the protagonists, who
pick up the courage to fight for others and the meaning of existence. The
strength itself can be either virtuous or evil, depending on how it is used
and the attitude of users. Therefore, when we know how to use our

strength in the right way, it is the moment the growth begins.

Keywords: writing the violence, death, identification
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