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Magical Realism in David Almond’s Young Adult Fiction

HUANG, Po-Sen

Abstract

With his successful debut young adult fiction (YA fiction) Skellig
(1998), David Almond (1951-) has become one of the most popular
contemporary British writers for children and young adults. So far he has
published seven novels for young adults, all of which have received highly
critical acclaim and have been honored with a number of prestigious
awards, including the Carnegie Medal (UK) and the Whitbread Children’s
Book of the Year (UK).

Referred to by Janni Howker as the Gabriel Garcia Marquez of
children’s fiction, Almond characterizes his works by his style of magical
realism, which involves subtly blending magical elements in very realistic
settings and creating a mysterious atmosphere. Ilene Cooper also claims
that Almond is one of the foremost practitioners in children’s literature of
magical realism. This study, therefore, aims to explore how magical
realism is used in three of Almond’s YA novels: Skellig, Kits Wilderness
(1999) and The Fire-Eaters (2003).

This thesis begins with a brief history of magical realism and a
description of its major characteristics, continuing with an overview of
Almond’s life and career. Next, it elaborates on the realistic elements,
magical elements, and the amalgamation of the real and the magic in
Almond’s YA fiction. Last, it centers the discussion on the effects of
magical realism in Almond’s YA fiction.

This thesis concludes that while reading Almond’s children’s literary
works, readers are positioned to experience a sense that the border between
reality and fantasy is not necessarily clear-cut, and can be left intriguingly
in doubt. Almond has successfully employed a bold combination of
realism and magic.

keyword : Children’s Literature, Young Adult Fiction, Magical Realism,
David Almond.
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1998

1998
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1999

2000

2000

2001

2001

2003

2003

2003

2003

2003

2004

2006

2006

2007

2007

Arts Council Writers' Award (for Literature for Young People)
Carnegie Medal Skellig

Whitbread Children's Book Award  Skellig

Guardian Children's Fiction Prize  (shortlist)  Kit's Wilderness
Nestle Smarties Book Prize (Silver Award) Kit's Wilderness
Carnegie Medal (shortlist)  Kit's Wilderness

Whitbread Children's Book Award (shortlist) Heaven Eyes
Carnegie Medal (shortlist) Heaven Eyes

Michael L. Printz Award(USA) Kit's Wilderness

Carnegie Medal -(shortlist) The Fire Eaters

Guardian Children's Fiction Prize (shortlist)  The Fire Eaters
Nestle Smarties Book Prize (shortlist) 7he Fire Eaters

Nestle Smarties Book Prize (Gold Award) The Fire Eaters
Whitbread Children's Book Award The Fire Eaters

Boston Globe-Horn Book Award (USA) The Fire Eaters
Carnegie Medal (shortlist) Clay

Costa Children's Book Award (shortlist) Clay

Carnegie of Carnegies (shortlist) Skellig

National Short Story Competition (shortlist - 'Slog's Dad")
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