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Research on The Characters and The Horror Elements
in “The Saga of Darren Shan” Series
Woo-Yih Sen
Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature, National Taitung University

Abstract

Under the grand and destructive power of Nature, the feelings of awe and
horror overwhelmed every ancient society, and gradually fused into worship toward
supernatural spirits, as well as various types of myth and folklore, from which emerge
characters with horrible attributes. As the symbol of terror in Europe, Vampire
legend spreads over the Middle Ages, and never fades out since then; even in recent
epoch of science and rationalism, it’s still popular in every genre of literature.

This research stresses upon the text of English novelist Darren Shan’s “The
Saga of Darren Shan” series, which inherits the traditional European vampire legend.
In Chapterl, the prosperous phenomena of the contemporary fantasy literature and the
motives of this research are outlined. In Chapter 2, this research probes into the
correlation of horror elements and adventure plots in adventure novels through
juvenile literature’s educational and recreational attributes. Also, horror
elements in literature are analyzed through groping the origins and developments of
horror literature.

In “The Saga of Darren Shan” series, various European folklore-originated
monsters, which including vampires, demons, witches, and other fantastic characters,
emerge with the proceeding of plots. Thus in Chapter3, the importance and
fascination of the characters mentioned above are discussed through the analysis and
comparison of their origins and author’s intention. In Chapter4, the horror
elements of literature are induced into four type: ” unknown, mysterious ”,”bloody,
violent”,” hateful ”, and ” despairing ”.  In Chapter5, the sociological meanings
and influences derived from this text’s horror elements are probed and evaluated.

Keywords: fantasy literature, vampire, horror, Darren Shan
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