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The Effect of a Summer Academic Assistance Program on
the Reading Abilities of Disadvantaged Children: An

example in Taitung
Chia-fang Lee
Abstract

This study investigated the effect of A summer Academic
Assistance Program on the reading-related abilities of disadvantaged
students. Using 4 elementary schools in Taitung County who participated
in “Hand-in-Hand academic assistance program” during 2006 summer,
the researcher sampled 4 other schools as the control group and collected
related testing scores and data of students’ family background. Three
reading tests were administered before the summer vacation and at the
end of the summer program. The major findings are: 1. The summer
program have immediate effects on the character recognition score in
each grade; 2. To the 1% and 2" graders, children in the experimental
group outperformed those in the control group both on the audition of
Chinese Phonetic symbols and tones; 3. The program failed to raise the
reading comprehension score; 4. Summer loss phenomena were found
both in groups of children from high and low SES families. Based on the
above findings, the implications and suggestions for further studies were
provided in the thesis.

Keywords : summer loss, summer programs, disadvantaged students
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