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The Study of the Works of Edith Nesbit
: Using the Chinese Translation Versions in Taiwan As Examples
Liang Li-Wen
Abstract

In the field of Western Children's Literature, E. Nesbit was born in the
prosperous Victorian Age when the literary output was tremendous. Unlike the
traditional Victorian women, Nesbit always had her own ways of doing things; she
was quite active in the society at that time. Her works are regarded as a signpost for
children's literature in the 19th century. This paper collects all her works in Chinese
characters as study texts, meanwhile it also points out the characteristics and hidden
meanings between E. Nesbit and her works.

The stories E. Nesbit created about children are closely linked with her
personality and her experience with children. Most of her books have sequels, all
centered on family life and the adventures of the children. They also portrayed a
world of magic and fantasy . To support her five children, Nesbit began her writing
career. She published more than forty books for children. Her best-known works are
The Five Children and It and The Story of the Amulet , the later is thought to be the
outstanding invention of time travel.

What makes E. Nesbit's writings so appealing is that she sees and knows
children quite clearly. Her usual writing device is to combine different components,
either magical or realistic, into her world of adventurers. Her narrative point of view
varies, too.

During the Victorian Age, E. Nesbit, who inherited the tradition of family story,
modern fairy tales and boys' adventure stories, has created the type of household
adventure stories.

The children's adventure stories written by E. Nesbit in the late 19th century not
only impart of the spirit of the British, but also point a way for the further
development of the modern fantasy. The famous fantasy fiction authors, C. S. Lewis
and J. R. R .Tolkien, are influenced by her works. Even the world’s most popular
writer, J. K. Rowling, the author of Harry Potter, is directly inspired by Nesbit's
world of imagination and fantasy.

Keywords: E. Nesbit / Edith Nesbit / the Victorian Age / fantasy / adventures
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