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The study of the impact of Tribal Ecotourism to the
community, culture, economic and ecology of Taromak.
Take tribal studying camp for example.

Pei-shan Tsali

Department of Institute of Life science, National Taitung University

Abstract
The Ecotourism sprouts and develops in 1980 times; Taiwan begins to

promote it in 1990 times, including the aboriginal areas. But residents are
not clear to their own tribe and culture identification. The future
developments are worried by people because of carrying on ecotourism in
unshaped order and regular.system. Therefore, this research develops
Ecotourism by collective thinking of tribal society. Its definition: travel
operator and cooperative partner, in the presupposition of helping tribal
society; developing community, culture and economic and conforming to
ecological welfare. We carry on the travel activities in traditional tribal
living territory by the approval of represented tribal organization. 11
tribal ecotourism indicators which are derived by this definition, also
checked by taromak tribal studying activity, to discuss the influence to
society culture economics and ecosystem.

Taromak tribal studying camp was held from the winter vacation of
2005 by Austranesian Community College which combined tribal
ecotourism in 2003 and culture recovery courses of Taromak tribe in
2004. And then, this camp was supported by National Youth Commission,
ExecutiveYuan since summmer vacation of 2005. Most of the students
are young people, and some native residents are employed as teachers,
team workers and team leaders.

After inspired by outside world, the tribal studying activity can
enhance a few native residents’identification with tribal and culture

confidence; but influence of most residents who did not attend this
activity is not obvious. Tribal community leaders and alakoa (an

organization of unmarried man ) leaders are main participators. Both tribal



society power and environmental protection conscious of residents were
raised obviously, but the economical effects do not standout for these
activities not being held frequently. Althogh these activity did not clearly
change landscape, promote wildlife conservation, appeared high value of
environmental education > we suggest the taromak people still can not held
ecotourism by themselves. Further empowerment to taromak tribe is still
necessary,

keywords : Indigenous people ; Rukai Aborigines ; Tribe ;
Ecotourism ; Indicator ; Taromak ; Tribal studying camp
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