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A Comparison and Analysis of Learning Items and

Procedures for Chinese phonic symbols

Mei-Chuan Wei
Department of Language & Literature Education

National Taitung University

Abstract

The research objects of this study are the initial Chinese
textbooks and its exercise book about chinese phonic
symbols for grade 1. Five versions are selected: National
version(1999) by the National Institute for Compilation and
Translation (NICT), Experiment version(Geese love
singing)(2000) by Ban-Ciao Research Institute for Teachers,
Kang-Shiuan version (2007) by Kang Shiuan Educational
Publishing Group, Han Lin version(2007) by Han Lin
PUBLISHING CO.,LTD., and Nan yi version(2007) by Nan vyi
Books Com. Content analysis is used to compare and
analyze the Item and procedure arrangement for learning
phonic symbols in these five versions. Research results are as
follows:

1. Arrangement of learning procedures: In terms of the procedures

of consonant learning, the Experiment version and NICT version are

relatively in line with theories. As for the procedures of vowel learning,



Nan yi version and the Experiment version accord with theories.
With respect to the procedures of tone learning, the versions of NICT,
the Experiment, and Kang Hsuan conform better to theories than
others. The portion of symbol learning in individual lesson is, furthermore,
well-arranged in both NICT and Experiment version. In addition, the
portion of articulating method learning in each lesson is the main focus
in NICT, Experiment, Han Lin, and Nani versions as well.

2. Concerning the arrangement of learning themes, there exist no
distinct differences among various versions. Some common problems in
various versions are the exercise of symbol listening and distinction, the
explanation of written positions for tone symbols, and the instruction of
practice methods for pronunciation correction.

3. Finally, based on the findings of this study, the portion of Chinese
Initial Textbook of existing Grades 1-9 Curriculum is not condensed and
thus learning items and procedures are not correspondingly adjusted
even if the course hours have been reduced. Two recommendations
are proposed: 1) Integration rhyme “io” and “iai,” “O” rhyme, and some
difficult vocabularies characterized by tone sandhi should be
eliminated; 2) Practice for duplicate and similar learning items in

textbooks and exercise books should be avoided.

Keywords:

Chinese Initial Textbook, Chinese phonic symbols, learning
items of phonic symbols, learning procedures of phonic
symbols
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