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The Teaching Effects on the Students’ Critical Thinking
Abilities after the Human Rights Educational Films
Curriculum

Yu-Han Huang

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to access the effectiveness of the primary students’
critical thinking skills and disposition after six-week experimental teaching of the
Human Rights Educational Films Curriculum. A quasi-experimental method was
conducted with 3 classes of Sth-graders in Taipei County. One class was assigned as
an experimental group (E1) with 29 students participated in the critical thinking
program of the Human Rights Educational Films Curriculum; the second class
was assigned as another experimental group (E2) with 32 students lectured in a
traditional narrative teaching method of the Human Rights Educational Films
Curriculum; the third was the controlled group receiving no treaments. Data
collections and comparisons were accomplished from the 3 classes before and
after the programs in a period of six weeks with the tests of “Critical Thinking
Test-Level 1 (CTT- 1 )” and “The Questionnaire of Dispositions Toward
Critical Thinking.” The two findings of this study are described as follows: First, in
terms of the total scores of CTT-I, the disposition of assumptions identification and
induction, E1 has won significantly higher scores than controlled group has according
to; however, there were no significant differences between E1 and E2. On the aspects
of the deduction, interpretation, and argument evaluation, no significant differences
exist in these 3 groups. Second, in terms of the systematicity and analyticity, the
openness and empathy toward the critical thinking disposition, the program did not
improve the students’ abilities in general. But, those who scored low in the pretest in
El than controlled group significantly performed much better in terms of the
intellectual inquisitiveness, the holistic and reflective disposition. The total scores of
Critical Thinking Disposition, those who scored low in the pretest in E1 significantly
performed much better than E2 and Controlled group. Therefore, the program
upgraded only those who scored low in the pretest. To sum up, the critical thinking
program of Human Rights Educational Films Curriculum did improve some students’
abilities in terms of the Critical Thinking Skill, and Critical Thinking Disposition
according to this study.

KEYWORDS: Human Rights Education, Films Curriculum, Critical Thinking,
Experimental Research
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