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The Study on How Teachers Select a Destination
for School Field Trip — a Case Study of

Elementary Schools in Changhua County

Abstract

This study, firstly, is to find out the current situation of elementary school
field trip and how teachers select destinations in Changhua County. Then the
correlations among teachers” backgrounds, teaching preparation,
consideration and selection of destination are to be analyzed. The approach
of questionnaire survey was applied to this study. The focus group was the
class teachers of elementary schools in Changhua County. The results were
analyzed and examined by descriptive statistics, t test, one-way ANOVA, Chi
square and discriminate analysis. Conclusions are
1. Most of elementary schools in Changhua County organize field trips and

most of the field trips are arranged in accordance with the “school policy” .
It has been found that “field trips for the whole school” and “field trips
for the whole grade” were organized the most. The results show that the
field trips were organized “once an academic year’ and the main
transportation was “coach” .  Most of field trips were organized during
“school days” and as “one-day trip” . The fees for a field trip were
between NTD$200 and NTD$1000.
2. As for selecting a destination for field trip, the decision was made according

to “teachers’ discussions” . The types of field trip destinations



covered “theme parks (42.1%)” which was the most chosen place,
leisure farms (20.9%) and academic institutes (20.2%). 60% of school
field trip itineraries were “one-site” , which means pupils did the tour at
one place instead of moving around. 54% of field trip destinations were
found familiar because of “having been there and collected relevant
information” . The main teaching approaches for field trip were

“teachers lead pupils, and teach them” and “local guides lead teachers
and pupils and give a guided tour” . That “pupils freely did activities”
was the third kind of teaching approach.

3. It could be found that the preparation was done well before field trips in
elementary schools in Changhua County. Safety education before a trip
was concerned the most. While selecting a destination, the top three
factors concerned are  “safety of destination” , “safety  of
transportation”  and ‘transportation convenience” . Obviously

“safety” was the most concerned factor when teachers organized field
trips.

4. A significant difference has been found between teachers’ backgrounds
and their destination choices, teaching preparation and consideration.

5. It has been discovered that “teaching preparation” and *“consideration”
could predict and identify those teachers who chose theme parks for field
trips. The rate of accurate prediction reached 60%. Particularly, the
variable of “teaching preparation” was more helpful for identifying teachers

than the variable of “consideration”.

Key words: school field trip, outdoor education, destination
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