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An action research of promoting learning effects in a

preschool’s block corner by theme activities
Hsio-hwei Yang

Abstract

The study observes the effectiveness of an experiential instruction. The goal is to
stimulate and improve the creative thinking of kindergarten children through LEGO
hands-on activities, and problem-based learning and guidance. This study uses theme
activities design with 16 children in the Yan-Cheng kindergarten.

The main instruction strategies are through practice, exploration, visiting,
experiencing, creative thinking and the situation decorated with block-building. The
research method includes data analysis and interviews with experienced kindergarten
teachers. The results are found that the children are able to familiar with block-building
skill after three times instructional action cycle gradually. Moreover, the analysis of the
qualitative and checklist data shows the significant effectiveness in children’s learning
outcome. Besides, the researcher also has a growth in curriculum, instruction and
professional abilities by this action research.

The main findings of this research are as follows :

1. The children will become more constructive and motivational with providing
sufficient time, space, and LEGO; meanwhile, under the encouragements and
guidance from the teachers or adults.

2. Each child builds its own model individually, and observes the models of
others. Finally, they build models with a collaborative team. By using their
imaginations, the creativity-allowed atmosphere immersed into the exploration
process, stimulated children’s creativity, and improved block-building’ learning
efficiency.

3. The process of children’s creative thinking is to be inspired through the theme
activities.

4. Scaffolding must be resulted from the situation of interaction, which can
improve children’s ability of creativity.

Keywords: creativity; exploration of blocks-building; teacher professional
growth
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